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Florian Oborski
(1839-1892)
by Boris Von Faust
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position” at a successful mortgage bank. Nevertheless,
n terms of recognition of its impact on social development,
Oborski clearly viewed music as his life’s work, as in
music is often a neglected medium, commonly overlooked
early 1872 he and a small orchestra of fellow
and overshadowed by other aspects of human
musicians embarked on a concert tour of Europe
enterprise, yet its significance in weaving the
– an endeavor that proved to be a commercial
cultural fabric of the community should not be
failure. Upon the dissolution of the troupe,
understated. Establishing music as a vital
several members, including Oborski, elected
element of Paterson’s public life, Florian
to seek their fortunes in the New World.
Oborski occupies an important role in the
Leaving his wife and children behind,
city’s cultural tradition.
a nearly destitute thirty-three year-old
Oborski was born on April 20, 1839 in
Florian arrived in New York City in August
Warsaw, Poland, the son of a decorated
1872. Although he would never return
cavalry officer turned civil engineer in the
home or reunite with his family, he would
service of the state. By then, in the
continue to provide the financial support
aftermath of the Polish-Russian War of
for his wife and children.
1831, Florian’s homeland had been
Oborski’s introduction into Paterson’s
absorbed into the Russian Empire, and
cultural life was quite accidental. A replacethus, he would never see a free Polish state
ment performer, filling in at the last minute
in his lifetime.
at a small engagement at the Military Hall
Florian’s musical education began at the
(later F. C. Kuett's hotel on the corner of John
age of ten. Tutored by Gustaw Roguski, a
[now Ellison] and Cross Street), the recent
professor of harmony in the Warsaw Institute of
émigré’s musical prowess earned him several
Music, the young protégé began composing at a
encores and the attention of members of Paterson’s
very early age, and steadily gained acclaim in his
musical elite. Within a month of his arrival to the United
native city. Oborski produced two musical comedies,
States, Oborski, despite being only able to communicate in
wrote a number of songs and dance pieces, directed choirs,
Florian Oborski,
a handful of French and German words, was invited to settle
and performed at music festivals. His polonaise was
Professor of Music.
in Paterson and offered the position of organist and musical
performed in the Warsaw Opera, and he warranted inclusion
PCHS Collection, 2015.048.00897
director at St. Boniface’s German Roman Catholic Church.
into the contemporary Polish Encyclopedia as a composer
Through a series of high-profile engagements, Oborski became a
of several mazur themes.
prominent fixture on the local art scene, leading fifteen musical
In 1861 Florian married Susan Boguslawska. The couple went on to
organizations and conducting or taking part in eighty-four concerts.
parent five children, four of whom survived into adulthood; the couple’s
By 1873, the musician had gained further eminence as the organizer of
only son, also named Florian, would grow up to be an artist and
the St. Cecilia Society choir and in October of that year had introduced
caricaturist in Krakow, Poland. Oborski’s familial situation mandated
himself to a wider Paterson audience by conducting a concert featuring
that music could not be his sole vocation – biographer and fellow
pianist Percy Goetschius at the city’s Opera House.
musician William L. R. Wurts describes him as having an “important
Continued on page 3
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President’s Message
I would like to thank the Board of Trustees of the Society and those members who were present at our
Annual Meeting for electing me their President. My predecessors who have held this office through the years
represent the finest in the tradition of the Society’s advancing the cause of Passaic County’s history and
historic preservation. With the help of our officers, trustees, volunteers and staff, I hope to continue the high
standards the Society has enjoyed.
Of the many projects and activities the Society has undertaken recently, I wish to emphasize several new
areas. I hope to be able to form an Advisory Board consisting of persons who were past officers, trustees
and volunteers of the Society. I believe the formation of an Advisory Board will enhance the growth and
development of the Society so that the knowledge and abilities of our past leaders will not be lost.
In addition, I hope to be able to enhance our ability to obtain bequests so that generations to come
will benefit from the preservation of Lambert Castle and its many artifacts, exhibits, art work and historic
memorabilia. I hope to be able to institute an ongoing program to inform our members and friends on how
to perpetuate their legacy to benefit the work of the Society.
Again, thank you for your vote of confidence. It’s going to be a productive and exciting year.
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PCHS Calendar of Events
Visit lambertcastle.org for the most up-to-date event information.
July 21-22
Friday & Saturday

August 2

Quarterly Meeting. 7 p.m. Lambert Castle. Business meeting of the Society

Wednesday

followed by Theodore Roosevelt: “American in the Arena.” When President McKinley
was assassinated in 1901, Vice President Theodore Roosevelt bounded into
Washington, D.C. as the youngest President in American history. Bringing his
vigorous persona (and his boisterous family) to the White House, “TR” helped
catapult the U.S. into a new century. Free admission. This program is funded by
the Horizons Speakers Bureau of the New Jersey Council for the Humanities, a
state partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities.

August 10

Where do I come from? Family History for Kids 12 p.m.-4 p.m. Lambert Castle

Thursday

Join us for an afternoon of family history activities with our librarian. Learn how
to make your own family tree, take an oral history quiz and learn how to start a
family archive. Free with regular admission.

October 10

PCHS Annual Beefsteak and Tricky Tray Fundraiser. 6:30p.m. at the
Brownstone (351 West Broadway, Paterson). A fun-filled evening of food, good
company and great prizes. Proceeds benefit the Passaic County Historical Society.
Reservations are required. Ticket price $60. Reservations required.
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Lambert Castle, a picturesque 1892 Victorian mansion
located on the Garret Mountain Reserve, is on the National
Register of Historic Places. The Castle is operated and
managed by the Passaic County Historical Society,
a not-for-profit 501(c) educational institution.

Shakespeare at the Castle. The Passaic County Historical Society will host
ATC Studios’ Summer Shakespeare Conservatory for three performances at Lambert Castle on July 21st at 7pm in the Atrium of the Castle, and July 22nd at
3pm and 5pm on the Castle lawn. Tickets for Friday night are $10. Outside is
free on Saturday, but reserved lawn seating is available for $10 (only patrons
who reserve are guaranteed inside seating in the case of rain).

Tuesday

October 14

Harvest Festival and the Legend of Sleepy Hollow at the Castle.

Saturday

3p.m.-6 p.m. at Lambert Castle on the lawn. Usher in the Autumn with the Passaic
County Historical Society with history, food and fun fall activities. The day concludes
at 5:30 pm as we read a version of Washington Irving’s classic story and sing
some Halloween songs. You might even have a chance to meet the Headless
Horseman in person! Bring your own blankets or lawn chairs. Recommended for
children age 3-12 years. Donations requested. NO RAIN DATE
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He was employed as the organist at the First Presbyterian Church
(1874-1882) and the Ivanhoe Grand Masonic Lodge, led the Grutli
Maennerchor Swiss men’s chorus (1873-1880), directed The Schubert
Octet (1886-1891), conducted the Paterson Philharmonic Orchestra,
organized the city’s first English-speaking male choir, and took part in
the development of the city’s Philharmonic Society (where he shared
membership with Catholina Lambert’s daughter Florence) and the shortlived Paterson Musical Union. Oborski’s output as a composer yielded
such popular pieces as “Polonaise a Te Deum,” a Masonic hymn “Evening
Hymn, Our Father,” “The First Battalion March,” and the songs “Why Turn
Away?” and “I Cannot Spin Tonight.” Throughout his life, Oborski continued
to teach music, both as a private tutor and as an institutional rector:
he remained on the staff of the New York College of Music from 1868
until his death.

identifies 144 Division Street – a site just across the street from the First
Reformed Church of Paterson – as the musician’s last dwelling place.
Oborski passed away shortly after his last public appearance as a
conductor during the Paterson centennial celebrations on July 4, 1892,
which took place on the corner of Market and Carroll Streets. Aged
fifty-three, he succumbed to a lingering bronchial pneumonia at
St. Joseph’s Hospital on November 23, 1892. For all his prominence and
involvement in the community, Oborski left behind no fortune – he had
been sending most of his earnings to his family in Poland. At the funeral,
held at the Church of the Redeemer and attended by a multitude of
mourners, Rev. Dr. David Magie eulogized the deceased musician as a
figure that “had wrought in this city a great and varied work of which it
stood in need, and which remains as his noblest monument.” Following
Oborski’s passing, The Paterson Daily Press published a 400-word poetic
eulogy honoring the artist, and chroniclers such as
William Lawrence Ross of the Newark Star Eagle and
William L. R. Wurts authored biographical tributes
dedicated to the musician.
Communicating in the international language of
music, Florian Oborski’s contribution to the cultural
and social mosaic of his new homeland has earned
him great admiration and fond remembrance. His
curious cosmopolitan story offers a fitting tribute to
the significance of the immigrant experience in the
development and evolution of the American nation.
Left: 1st Battalion NY/NJ (Light Squad): Dr. Shaw (2nd left
standing); Inglis (2nd left seated) Major Joseph W. Congdon
(2nd right seated,) Lt. Florian Oborski (2nd right standing).
PCHS Collection, 2015.048.01179

Below: Paterson Philharmonic Orchestra lead by Florian Oborski.
PCHS Collection, 2015.048.00759

In addition to his musical activities, Oborski was
also involved in Paterson’s social life, joining the
Arion Society and becoming the leader of the German men’s Paterson Quartet Club (the word “Teutonic” does appear repeatedly in contemporary
references to Oborski’s demeanor and sensibility,
both in his character and music.) In February
1880, Florian Oborski applied for the United
States residency, becoming a citizen in May 1884.
Fulfilling his patriotic duty to his adopted country,
he served as a Lieutenant in the First Battalion of
New York/New Jersey Light Guard Gun Detachment
from July 28, 1880 to September 10, 1889.
During his time in Paterson, Oborski resided at several locations.
His first listed residence is recorded at 111 Market St. (1974-75). From
1875 to 1878 he shared quarters with Gustav and Bertha Zittel – a
couple, who was actively involved in the city’s musical scene, and whose
9 Pearl Street home was a haven for the local artistic community.
By 1880, The Paterson City Directory lists Oborski as an inhabitant at
311 Van Houten Avenue. As of the late 1880s, the artist's studio was
located on the corner of Hamilton Ave. & Straight Ave. The Directory
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