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FANNIE A. ROBINSON
1897-1972

A Master Teacher Remembered
By E. A. Smyk, Passaic County Historian
ith the end of summer, there is always a discernable bustle in the
One such individual was Paterson grade school teacher Fannie A.
air as children and young adults resume their education in schools
Robinson. She is mostly forgotten now, having died more than four
across the country. Nowadays the ubiquitous smartphone and classrooms
decades ago. Time stands still for no one. Yet it would be appropriate
equipped with computers are deemed indispensable accoutrements
to say she has earned a small measure of immortality in the minds
of the learning experience. The scene was much different in the now
and hearts of her former pupils. Born in the Silk City in 1897, then an
obscure past. Returning to school was a cross
industrial colossus with a rapidly developing
between serious business and an uncharted
school system, Miss Robinson’s life trajectory
adventure. City bred youngsters entered
moved along the quintessential path followed
schools smelling of freshly varnished floors,
by scores of young women born on the cusp
recently painted corridors and classrooms
of the Twentieth Century. In that distant, more
where blackboards, dusty chalk, and learning
rigidly stratified age, the prospect of becoming
the rudiments of the Palmer method of handa teacher possessed an aura of considerable
writing were as integral to education as
respectability. For some, it was considered
today’s omnipresent electronic devices. Gone
almost a calling. We tend to forget how in
are the days when the teacher’s desk held
Miss Robinson’s youth, it was an uncommon
remnants of the oddities usually found in an
occurrence for a woman to consider entering
ancient curiosity shop, those unclaimed
professions considered off-limits because of
balls, tops and marbles confiscated from
ingrained gender prejudices. In spite of the
pupils who still daydreamed of hot, torpid
inadequate pay and long work hours of that
August afternoons, when the pull of the old
distant epoch, the pages of our educational
swimming hole still exerted a distracting allure.
history recount exceptional teachers who left
In classrooms across the nation, often
upon the profession their own particular mark
despite difficult working conditions, there are
of excellence.
teachers who leave lasting impressions
Why did Miss Robinson decide on devoting
undimmed by time’s passage. Who among us
her life to the branch of knowledge then called
does not recall a teacher from grammar
pedagogy? Perhaps it had to do with the root
school who taught us the basics in reading,
of the very word itself. Translated from the
writing and arithmetic, and as we became
Greek, it means the “leading of children,” or
more proficient, made us realize there was a
as some say, “the leading of the little
blaze of knowledge available for the asking
children’s helpless and wandering feet.” Most
in the pages of a worthwhile book? One
assuredly, another factor was the town where
Miss Fannie A. Robinson, in 1935 while serving as
would be hard pressed to minimize how one
she was born. The city on the meandering
President of the Paterson Teachers' Association.
or more selfless teachers commanded our
Passaic left a deep and enduring imprint.
(Photograph courtesy of Linda DeBlock)
attention through patient understanding, and
Wright Robinson, her father, was at one point
helped us develop habits of mind that persisted through the joys and
employed as a silk weaver. Fannie Vogtman Robinson, her mother,
sorrows of life’s journey. Indeed, novelist H. G. Wells characterized the
followed a traditional path, keeping house for the family at 88 Paterson
teacher, and rather aptly too, as the “sower of unseen harvests.”
Avenue. Miss Robinson eventually moved a short distance away.
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President’s
Message
This year marks the 90th anniversary of Passaic
County Historical Society. As President, I am honored
to carry on the work of my predecessors and serve
with a wonderful group of Trustees.
As I have presided over the Board's monthly
meetings, I have often wondered about all of the
other trustees who came before and what they were
like. I wonder about the challenges they faced in
keeping the Society going and what advice they
would offer us now. I also think of all of the
volunteers, past and present, whose commitment
and countless hours of service enabled this
organization to exist for nine decades.
Ninety years is quite a milestone and all our
members should feel proud of this achievement.
There was a great deal of discussion at the
Trustees meetings as to how best to celebrate.
Many ideas were presented but the one thing
that was important to everyone on the board
was that it should be a celebration that would
include the community. With that goal in mind,
the Trustees decided that we would invite the
public into our home at the castle.
On September 10, 2016 we opened our doors for
visitors to tour the castle free of charge. The open house was advertised in local papers
and on our website. It was a beautiful day and I am pleased to announce that 126 people
joined us. In addition to a free tour, each visitor received a beautiful commemorative
bookmark which was designed by our Second Vice President Robert Hazekamp and
donated by Trustee Helen Mault. Commemorative bookmarks will be sent to each of our
members before the end of the year.
Each Trustee and volunteer, at one time or another, came and visited the castle for the
very first time and was left with a lasting impression and a desire to serve. I hope that the
90th anniversary open house left an impression on our visitors that day, especially the
young. Just as I sometimes think of those who came before me, I also like to think about
the future. It makes me smile to think that ten years from now, when plans are being made
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Society that perhaps one of those sitting around
the table will have walked through our door for the first time on September 10, 2016.

Digitization Specialist

Catherine Cavallo
President

Lambert Castle, a picturesque 1892 Victorian mansion
located on the Garret Mountain Reserve, is on the National
Register of Historic Places. The Castle is operated and
managed by the Passaic County Historical Society,
a not-for-profit 501(c) educational institution.
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At Fannie Robinson’s retirement dinner, School No. 5 Principal Ronald D. Glass,
in paying homage to the guest of honor said “they don’t cast them in the same
mold anymore.” When one examines the documentary records of Miss Robinson’s
life, and has the opportunity to speak with those who still remember her, Glass’
comment does not sound trite, but retains a lasting vibrancy. Even today, when
teachers are inundated with onerous amounts of paperwork, and are mandated
to comply with a welter of regulations and standards, school districts are fortunate
to employ exceptional, fiercely dedicated persons like Miss Robinson, those
accomplished practitioners of the teaching art.
I wish to acknowledge, with gratitude, the assistance rendered by the late Edith
Jean Den Herder, and her children, Linda Den Herder DeBlock, Nancy Den Herder
Alexander, and William Den Herder, Miss Robinson’s niece, grand-nieces and
grand-nephew respectively. All marvelously shared their recollections of Miss
Robinson’s career and family life, as well as locating among family memorabilia
several unique photographs. Family traditions have a way of continuing. Mrs.
DeBlock, like her great-aunt, is a primary school teacher.
The late Vincent D. Waraske, retired Paterson school teacher and until his death
the city’s officially appointed historian, located a 1935 newspaper article
concerning Miss Robinson’s trip to Denver, and supplied a reference photocopy
of her Normal School class graduation photograph. Former School No. 5 Principal
Rosalyn Belmont unearthed a number of press clippings, ephemera, and group
photographs from the 1950s which depict Miss Robinson at various school
related events. Director Giacomo DeStefano of the Paterson Museum facilitated
access to the Paterson News photograph collection, central negative files.
Heather Garside, director of the historical society, gave the manuscript a careful
review, contributing several valuable corrections, and Robert Hazekamp, the
Society’s Librarian Emeritus and trustee used his abundant talent in taking words
and photographs, and turning them into a well-designed publication. To each,
I remain humbly appreciative.
I would like to concluded the narrative with a personal recollection of Miss
Robinson. My mother, the late Mildred T. Smyk, met Miss Robinson in the 1930’s
through their mutual connection with Meyer Brothers Department Store. They
developed a friendship that lasted until Miss Robinson’s death many decades
later. The Smyk family visited Miss Robinson’s Paterson Avenue home on various
occasions, a genteel, comfortable place with pleasant rooms and sturdy oak
furnishings.
At some point, Miss Robinson became aware of my budding interest in books.
I was then about 12 years old, a boy curious about everything. One visit occurred
during the Christmas season, and there was a surprise in the making. Miss
Robinson went over to her glass door bookcase, removed a tiny, leather bound
volume, and gave it to me. The volume was printed in Amsterdam in 1730, a
French-language hymnbook titled Les Pseaumes de David (The Psalms of David).
Miss Robinson beamed in her kindly way and said how it might have been
“carried by some little old lady on her way to church.” Her generous gift was
unexpected to the point of being overwhelming.
I still have the book. This vivid, long ago
happening is fitting coda to the life of a master educator, one who is affectionally
remembered as a “sower of unseen
harvests.”
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“Old” School No. 5 teachers gathered for this group photo ca. 1890 in the
school’s courtyard. Miss Robinson began teaching at the school in 1918.
(Photograph courtesy of Rosalyn Belmont)

John R. Wilson, Superintendent of
Schools, 1906-1944
(Photograph courtesy of E.A. Smyk)

School No. 5 until her retirement in
June 1967.
During Miss Robinson’s virtual
romance with teaching, she presided
over classrooms in two buildings
called School Number 5. The old
School No. 5, at the corner of Totowa
and Sherman Avenue was a solidly
built red brick affair. It greeted the first
contingent of pupils in September
1879, and was remodeled in 1900.
Miss Robinson taught at the school for twenty-two years, when she moved
to what senior faculty called “new” School No. 5, dedicated on June 20,
1940 at nearby 430 Totowa Avenue, almost within earshot of the
thundering Passaic Falls. Still in use today, the handsome structure,
replete with terra cotta art deco embellishments, was erected at a cost
of $745,000, with the federal government assuming almost half the
expense. A school house, no matter the size, is more than just an
agglomeration of building materials. It becomes a repository of memory
for faculty and pupils alike. Indeed, Miss Robinson had her memories,
indelible impressions from a long and productive career.
She recalled three school administrators with genuine admiration.
Francis C. Cassidy (1869-1939), School No. 5’s principal from 1904
until his death in 1939, was graduated from the Geneseo, New York
Normal School. He was valedictorian of his class. Cassidy typified the
accessible, yet disciplined schoolmaster of his day. Miss Robinson spoke
on behalf of the school faculty when a bronze and marble memorial
tablet, sculpted by Paterson’s renowned Gaetano Federici, was unveiled
at the school on the evening of November 15, 1940. She enjoyed working
for Principal Ronald D. Glass (1912-1971), former U. S. Air Force Captain
and Columbia University graduate, a well-regarded educator with sound
common sense and pronounced organizational skills.
Miss Robinson was especially fond of Schools Superintendent Wilson
(1874-1946), a progressive educator who wanted the district to attain
the highest level of excellence by hiring and encouraging the best

teachers. He never forgot where he started out, in 1893, teaching at rural
Mine Hill in Morris County. (Education was in his blood. Alexander S.
Wilson, his father, was a Paterson school principal in the late 1870s.)
Wilson was considered “sometimes blunt, yet always just.” From 1906
until 1944, the year of his retirement, the formidable administrator
presided over the growth and expansion of the schools, a span of
thirty-eight years. “John R.” as staff and faculty called him, also obtained
his graduate education at Columbia. For his June 7 retirement dinner,
Miss Robinson headed the Publicity and Radio Committee. The printed
program contained a poem written for the occasion, noting, “We honor
him. He’s stood the test, our own ‘John R.’ ranks with the best.” It was
not hyperbole when a journalist reported how under Wilson’s innovative
leadership, “the system became one of the finest in the entire nation.”
To the end of her life, Miss Robinson was proud to have played a
significant role in molding children’s lives. She wanted her charges to
master the fundamentals, which ideally would trigger excitement, wonder
and best of all, awaken their latent curiosity. In her determined way, she
amassed an enviable record as an educator. After her regular classes
had ended, she would find the time to tutor students who needed to
strengthen their math, reading and other skills. She took further pride
in teaching English to immigrants. In 1928, she became treasurer of
School No. 5’s Parent Teacher Association; taught at Paterson’s Adult
Evening School for six years, and served as President of the Paterson
Teachers' Association in 1934 and 1935. (In June 1935, Miss Robinson
4

represented the organization’s membership, then numbering
approximately 900 teachers, at the National Educational Association’s
Denver, Colorado convention.)
She also was a devout communicant at the Paterson Avenue Methodist
Church, where her affinity for numbers led her to becoming the church’s
treasurer. Christian beliefs nourished her life. At a time when it was
unusual, even brave, for a single woman to travel alone, she journeyed to
the village of Oberammergau, in Germany’s Bavarian Alps, to see the
Passion Play. Blessed with reserves of energy, she was active in the
church’s Sunday school, serving as the superintendent of the junior
department for thirty-two years. When the church celebrated its centennial
in 1967, she collaborated with Mrs. Otto Jaeckel, wife of the pastor,
in writing a historical review of the congregation’s history.
Meticulous in appearance – she customarily had her dresses hand
tailored – Miss Robinson was deeply conscious of the teacher as role
model for impressionable youngsters. Throughout her career, she placed
a high premium on the virtues of proper conduct and deportment.
Punctual to the minute, she appreciated the value of time well spent.
In her classroom, Miss Robinson was considered one of the firmest, but
fair disciplinarians. She could not recall ever having a pupil who liked
playing pranks. One faculty member asked rhetorically and then supplied
the one word answer, “A prankster in Miss Robinson’s class? Never!”
She added, “Every boy in her class wears a tie.” If a pupil lacked his tie,
Miss Robinson was prepared. She had a drawer stocked with them.
Principal Ronald Glass said the children had great respect for the veteran
teacher. Glass remarked they would enter her class knowing it would be
a “tough year,” but the dividend was they’d learn reading, writing and
computing “to the limit of their ability.”
Outside of her classroom, she could be more relaxed and attuned to
the rhythm of her private life, where an innate sense of propriety blended
with genuine kindness. During a 2008 interview, Miss Robinson’s niece,
Edith Jean Den Herder, remembered her aunt’s personal warmth,
including the many times she spontaneously gave everyone in the family
a big hug, and how much she liked to cook. “She didn’t have a car,”
Mrs. Den Herder said, “but took taxis.” Probably this was Miss Robinson’s
favored mode of transport when she had her hair done, every Saturday
morning like clockwork at Meyer Brothers Department Store’s famed
beauty salon.
Meyer Brothers was much to her liking. She
insisted that her pupils use fountain pens, not
ballpoints. They could select one, at her expense,
by visiting the store. Linda DeBlock, her grandniece,
recalled the occasions when Miss Robinson took
her nieces and grandnieces to Meyer Brothers,
arguably Paterson’s most elegant department
store. She remembered when they moved through
the aisles of merchandise, “many of the clerks
would say ‘Hello, Miss Robinson,’ making us feel
like celebrities.” They would then have lunch in the
store’s restaurant, and afterward select their Easter
and Christmas outfits. “Aunt Fannie always made
her family feel special, important and loved.”
How many pupils does a grade school teacher
instruct during a long tenure? In Miss Robinson’s
experience, the number was pegged at about
7,000. She told the press at her May 18, 1967
retirement dinner that identifying some of the
outstanding ones would not be appropriate, lest

she might “leave one out,” and “there have been quite a few.” Another
source identified three school superintendents, a surgeon, and various
public officials who left their mark in the pages of Paterson’s history. A
highlight of the evening was the presentation of the national “Little Red
Schoolhouse” award, a distinction conferred only on outstanding teachers.
For the last decade of her teaching career, Miss Robinson taught eighth
grade, preparing her pupils for graduation. Through all of this was a
common thread, connecting in subtle ways the past with the future. Miss
Robinson planted in her charges, whether they became prominent in life
or not, the seeds for those latter day “unseen harvests.” She kept track
of many of her former pupils through engagements, weddings, the birth
of children, and the development of their careers. Sentimentality also
played a role. She maintained a large Christmas card file, where she exchanged holiday greetings, particularly with those who had entered military service. After retirement,
she planned to meet with
members of a club called
the Bloomer Girls, comprised
of colleagues who taught at
“old” School No. 5.

Miss Robinson in front of
“New” School No. 5, ca. 1940s.
(Photograph courtesy of Linda DeBlock)

The veteran teacher at a School
No. 5 PTA Founders’ Day Dinner,
1957.
(Photograph courtesy of Rosalyn Belmont)

Receiving the national “Little Red
Schoolhouse Award” for outstanding teachers, retirement dinner,
Bethwood Restaurant, Totowa, NJ,
May 18, 1967. From left: School
No. 5 Principal Ronald Glass,
William Albert, Eastside High
School teacher, Miss Robinson.
Glass was principal from 19511971.
(Photograph courtesy of Paterson Museum)
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Fannie Aurelia Robinson made the most of her life’s calling, in a
profession that ranks among the most admirable of all, the primary
and secondary school teacher. In this more tumultuous time, where
respect for teachers, learning, and basic civility is not what it
was in Miss Robinson’s day, we should know about and heed
the accomplishments of the past. Teachers then and now are
the intermediaries who open young minds to the banquet of
knowledge. We should cherish their contribution as inseparable from the nation’s democratic heritage.
In 1991, Jacques Barzun, the Columbia University
professor near legendary for his erudition and wisdom, gave
us something to ponder. In the preceding fifty years, he said,
the educational process had vastly changed. He talked
about the “exaggeration of goals and results,” where the
student is seen “not as an individual but as an example of
some psychological generality ….”
Barzun made his point, but what is the timeless link, this
cohesive ingredient between past and present that makes education
sustainable and rewarding? We know the answer: the crucial role of
the dedicated, often master teacher. From time immemorial, the
human element has always been a fundamental component of the
learning process. Despite the technological innovations at the
educator’s disposal — much of them formidable — nothing will ever
be substituted for the kind of old-fashioned, persistent, caring
professionalism exemplified by the likes of a Fannie A. Robinson.
The educational quest is never a static enterprise. Ninety
years ago, Bertrand Russell, British philosopher, mathematician,
and Nobel laureate said, “the great stimulus in education is to
feel that achievement is possible. Knowledge which is felt to be boring
is of little use, but knowledge which is assimilated eagerly becomes
a permanent possession.”v

Frank Webster Smith, Ph.D., Principal of Paterson
Normal School. He held undergraduate and
graduate degrees from Harvard University.
Students found him to be “a kindly father,
encouraging, gently chastening, ever
inspiring.”(Collections of the Passaic County Historical Society)

J. Albert Reinhart, Ph.D.
Principal of Paterson High
School, who retired in 1915,
“A scholar by taste as well
as habit”.
(Collections of the Passaic County
Historical Society)

Francis C. Cassidy, Principal of
School No. 5, 1904-1939.
(Sculpted by Gaetano Federici, Photo, Collections of
the Passaic County Historical Society)

Miss Robinson was honored after her retirement at the School No. 5 PTA Founders’ Day dinner held at the
Brownstone House Restaurant, Paterson, NJ on March 9, 1968. From left are Schools Superintendent
Dr. Michael A. Gioia (a former pupil of Miss Robinson), the honoree, Mrs. Paul Rauschenbach, President of
the Board of Education, Mrs. Peter Cherone, PTA President, School No. 5 Principal Ronald Glass, and
Mrs. Albert Kerr, dinner chairwoman. (Photograph courtesy of Paterson Museum)
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In 1931, she was residing with her widowed mother, renting the first floor
of a two family home at 75 Paterson Avenue. Miss Robinson lived at that
address until the end of her life.
She received her primary education at School No. 19 and School No. 5,
and then entered Paterson High School, an institution that prided itself
on fostering academic excellence under the able stewardship of Principal
J. Albert Reinhart, Ph.D. Miss Robinson took the
Classical Course, the usual regimen of
studies for those who wanted to enter
higher education and the professions.
She was graduated with the Class of
June 1914. Dr. Reinhart noted in his
annual report to Superintendent
of Schools John R. Wilson how the
combined January and June
classes were the “largest in the
history of the school, numbering
two hundred and fourteen
persons.”
Reinhart was indubitably an
educator of the highest intellectual caliber. For his school’s
seniors, the principal induced
college and university academics
of the first rank to supplement the

professors, the teaching faculty became conscious of the presence in the
school of the university teachers and the effect was altogether profitable
and uplifting.”
Miss Robinson’s next rite of passage was through the portals of the
Paterson City Normal School, where the two-year teacher preparation
course had attained a high level of academic thoroughness. Frank
Webster Smith, Ph.D., the school’s supervising principal since 1905,
helped “develop [its] status as Paterson’s only institution of higher
learning.” In those days the esprit d’corps among budding teachers
was infused with a high level of mission and seriousness. William
Estabrook Chancellor (1867-1963), an Amherst graduate who
served as Paterson School Superintendent from 1904-1906,
gave the following admonition in one of his texts on school
administration, “every teacher fails utterly of his duty both to
his pupils and to the mighty dead, who through pain, toil,
and danger have won progress for humanity, when he fails
to bring to his students the message of social obligation.”
Chancellor, a member of Phi Beta Kappa, also wrote –
and this was in 1904 – how “the welfare of the American
people [and] the permanence of democracy depends upon

free public education, upon its extent and thoroughness, and
upon its vitality.” These were just some of the concepts that
animated the teachers of Miss Robinson’s era. To them, they were
not just words of exhortation found on the pages of a pedagogic treatise.
On the contrary, they helped shape the contours of their life’s work.
Miss Robinson was graduated from Paterson Normal with the class
of June 1916. The group photograph taken on that happy occasion
shows a serious looking young woman, her academic cap neatly positioned,
as if she was confidently prepared to accept any classroom assignment
the Paterson schools might offer. The hoped for position was not forthcoming, and initially, the lack of a job offer must have been disheartening.
Miss Robinson waited for a regular appointment, even thought she was
offered posts in other districts. During the interregnum, she became a
substitute teacher, earning $1.50 per diem (equivalent in today’s
purchasing power to $33.40 per diem). In November 1917, the full-time
appointment materialized. Miss Robinson became a kindergarten teacher
at School No. 7, but the following year exchanged places with Julia H.
Anderson, her Normal School classmate who was then teaching fifth
grade at School No. 5. Dedicated to the core, Miss Robinson remained at

Graduation portrait, Paterson Normal School, June 1916; diploma awarded
June 30, 1916; class graduation photo: Miss Robinson is in second row,
third from left. (Photographs and diploma courtesy of Linda DeBlock)

usual forty week course in American history with lectures on various
subjects. Among the instructors were Princeton University Professor Robert
M. McElroy, Ph.D., whose topic was “The Aaron Burr Conspiracy,” and
Carleton Hayes, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of History at Columbia University
and Secretary of the American Historical Association. Hayes spoke on
“The Meaning of the Nation’s Growth – Democracy.”
With evident pride, Dr. Reinhart enthusiastically reported how the
university taught courses “turned out to be one of the most novel, most
interesting and most successful innovations ever introduced into our
high school work.” As a senior who had set her sights on the teaching
profession, Fannie Robinson could not have failed to be impressed with
this abundance of erudition. Reinhart further observed how “the students
became familiar with the personality and teaching form of the several
3
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PCHS Calendar of Events
November 9-27
November 12
Saturday

December 3

29th Annual Lambert Castle Holiday Boutique. Open Wednesday through Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturday and Sunday
10 a.m. to 5 pm. (Closed Thanksgiving Day). No strollers or carriages, please. Admission is $6 and includes two return visits.
PCHS Genealogy Club Meeting. 10 a.m. at the Clifton Library (Piaget Ave). Professional Genealogist and lecturer,
Toni McKeen presents Extra, Extra, Read All About It, using newspapers in your genealogy research.
PCHS Genealogy Club Meeting. 10 a.m. at the Clifton Senior Center, Genealogy Holiday Brunch/Silent Auction.

Saturday

December 6-9
Tuesday-Friday

December 10
Saturday

Gingerbread House Competition Drop-Off. 9 a.m.- 3 p.m at Lambert Castle. Children aged 6-16 are invited to deliver their
homemade gingerbread houses to be displayed at Lambert Castle from Dec 14- Jan 8. The best house(s) will be judged and the
winner(s) will receive a prize. Entering a house is free. Call ahead before delivery (973)247-0085 x 207.
Concert by Candlelight. 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. at Lambert Castle. Be the first to see Lambert Castle decorated for the holidays as
you tour the Castle by candlelight. Tour is self-guided. Admission Adults $10, Seniors $8, Children $6.

December 11

Storytelling and Sing-along with Santa and Mrs. Claus. 1 p.m.- 3p.m. Join us as Santa and Mrs. Claus visit Lambert Castle

Sunday

to tell some stories and sing some holiday songs. Recommended for children under 10 years old. Tickets $15 for one adult and one
child. Each additional adult or child is $5. Limited seating, reservations required. Call (973)247-0085 ext. 201 for reservations.

December 14January 8
January 14
Saturday

February 14
Wednesday

February 10
Friday

February 11
Saturday

Lambert Castle Holiday Tours. 1 p.m. – 4 p.m., Wednesday-Sunday. Take a tour around Lambert Castle and see the rooms
decorated for the holidays. Regular admission fees apply.
PCHS Genealogy Club Meeting. 10 a.m. at Lambert Castle. Member Exchange. Members bring projects that they have been
working on, photos, documents or something in their family history that has been passed down through the generations, their
presentations in this program are most informative and entertaining.
Quarterly Meeting. 7 p.m., at Lambert Castle. Business meeting of the Society followed by “The Castle” in Ramapo State Forest
presented by Richard Moon. The presentation will discuss the history of Jacob Rogers’ (of Rogers Locomotive Works) Van Slyke
Mansion. The story includes Warren Clark Van Slyke, an Assistant Chief of Naval Intelligence during WWI, who sought war reparations
from the German government for the sinking of the Lusitania. Free admission.
Valentine’s Day Masked Ball at Lambert Castle. 7p.m.- 11 p.m. Don a mask and join us at Lambert Castle for some dancing.
Light refreshment will be served. Cash Bar. Semi-formal attire requested. Tickets $25 per person. No one under twenty-one years
will be admitted. Reservations required. Call (973)247-0085 ext 201.

Make your own Victorian Valentine. 1p.m.-4p.m. at Lambert Castle. Join us at Lambert Castle on Valentine’s Day and make your
own Victorian style Valentine. Learn about early Valentine cards and the evolution of the holiday. Regular museum admission applies.

Visit lambertcastle.org for the most up-to-date event information.

