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Historical Note: 

The Society for the Establishment of Useful Manufactures was established in Paterson in 1791. 

The original attraction to Paterson was the power generated by the water of the Passaic River 

falling over the Paterson Great Falls waterfall. The SUM company morphed and evolved over 

time to include a variety of water companies, primarily in and around Passaic County. Passaic 

Consolidated Water Company was one of the companies within the group, which became known 

as the Associated Water Companies. 

Scope Note and Content: 

Each report is a typed transcript of the shorthand notes of testimony given in Passiac County 

court. All are related “in the matter of the application of the Passaic Valley Water 

Commissioners for the appointment of three Commissioners to fix the compensation to be paid 

for certain lands, water works and other property of Passaic Consolidated water Company, to be 

taken and condemned for public use.”  

Series: 

The Associated Water Companies papers collectively create one of the largest collections within 

the Passaic County Historical Society’s holdings. Due both to the size of the collection and the 

various names of companies within the Associated Water Companies, this collection was stored 

in fragments and reorganinzed/disorganized repeatedly during its history. 

The reports in this collection were all donated to the Society together, years after the bulk of 

material associated with the Associated Water Companies became a part of the PCHS collection. 

Therefore, this collection is strongly linked to the documents in B653. 

These reports are organized in ascending numerical order by report. Some reports are missing. 

Each book appears indexed and contains a contents page.  


