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Smokey The Bear
Mascot of Lafayette Engine #8

When most people think about firefighter mascots, the Dalmatian immediately comes to
mind.  While many fire companies have had dogs as mascots since at least the early
19th century, canines were not the exclusive pet of the firehouse.  New York City’s volunteer
Americus Engine #6 (made famous by
“Boss” Tweed) used a tiger as its mascot
and symbol, even lashing a live one to their
hand-pumped engine during a parade.  Here
at the Passaic County Historical Society
we have our own 120 year-old firehouse
mascot—“Smokey,” the stuffed black bear!
Although he probably wasn’t originally

called Smokey, our bear was the mascot of
Lafayette Engine #8 of Paterson’s volunteer
fire company. As you see from the photo, he
held a position of prominence in the parlor
of Engine 8 on Wayne Avenue. He wears a
decorative “parade belt” and a special
engraved collar.  When the Paterson volunteer
department was disbanded, he was given to
the Exempt Firemen’s Association (made up
of veteran firefighters with at least seven
years of service) where he resided in their
headquarters, most likely until the 1930s. 
Smokey’s next home was with Harry B.

Haines, Paterson’s infamous newspaper-
man.  A new inscribed presentation plate to
Haines was placed on Smokey’s collar.
Smokey had several wonderful years with Haines, leading a blissful existence. Given his
notoriety and fame, it was inevitable that Smokey would eventually find his way to
Lambert Castle, entertaining young and old alike for several decades. 
Now it’s time for the Society to come to his rescue.                
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Mark Your
Calendar

See page 2 for more information 
about these and other 
upcoming events.

September 12
Society Quarterly Meeting

“The Morris Canal, Yesterday & Today”
presented by Phil Jaeger.

October 4
“In the Shadow of the Mountain,” 
The story of Luigi Del Bianco, 
chief carver of Mt. Rushmore.

October 6 & 7
History Fair

October 23
Annual Beefsteak Dinner 

at the Brownstone

November 2
Holiday House Preview Night

November 3-25
Holiday House Boutique

December 9
Storytelling with Santa

December 15 & 16
Holiday Candlelight Tours

cont. on page 6
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Lambert Castle, a picturesque 1892 Victorian mansion 

located on the Garret Mountain Reserve, is on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The Castle is operated and 
managed by the Passaic County Historical Society, 
a not-for-profit 501(c) educational institution.

Calendar of Events
September – December 2012

September 8 Genealogy Club Meeting at Lambert Castle, 10am. 
Peter Osborne presents “Great Graves,” a discussion of 
cemetery art.

September 12 Society Quarterly meeting at Lambert Castle. 
“The Morris Canal, Yesterday & Today,”
presented by Phil Jaeger, 7pm.

October 4 “In the Shadow of the Mountain”, The story of 
Luigi Del Bianco, chief carver of Mt. Rushmore, presented by 
Lou Del Bianco, grandson of Luigi, Lambert Castle, 7pm.

October 6 & 7  Passaic County History Fair. Free admission and lots of fun 
events all around Passaic County, including Lambert Castle.

October 13 Genealogy Club Meeting at the North Jersey Federal 
Credit Union, 711 Union Boulevard, Totowa, 10am.

October 23 Annual Beefsteak Dinner at the Brownstone, Paterson. 
Entertainment by Elvis impersonator Don Anthony.

November 2 Holiday House Preview Night, 7-10pm.

November 3-25 Holiday House Boutique

November 7 Society Quarterly Meeting at Louis Bay Library, Hawthorne, 7pm.
Sharon Ferrell presents a discussion on the wedding of 
Grover Cleveland.

November 10 Genealogy Club Meeting at the North Jersey Federal 
Credit Union, 711 Union Boulevard, Totowa, 10am.

December 7 Wine Tasting Party at Lambert Castle

December 8  Genealogy Club Holiday Brunch at the North Jersey Federal 
Credit Union, 711 Union Boulevard, Totowa, 10am.

December 9 Storytelling with Santa at Lambert Castle

December 15, 16 Holiday Candlelight Tours at Lambert Castle

For more information on any of these events, 
please call the office at 973-247-0085 

or visit us on line at www.lambertcastle.org.
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Due to the diligent work of several of our interns, the PCHS library
now has several new resources available to assist researchers as
they navigate the Society’s archival materials. As document
collections are being returned to the Castle from our off-site facility,
each is being painstakingly itemized, box-by-box, to create
inventories of each collection’s holdings. Once these lists are
created, and the scope and breath of the documents collection is
better understood, a finding aid can then be created.
A finding aid is effectively an abstract or summary of an archival

collection, informing the reader of the size of the collection and the
dates and topics covered within, as well as some biographical
information about the original compiler or collector where applicable.
These aids allow a researcher to understand what a collection of
documents contains, without having to physically look through box
after box of documents, thus saving hours of investigation.

In the long term, these finding aids and box inventories will be
created for each archival collection, no matter how large or small.
They will be posted online as well as being made available in the
library, to assist researchers in narrowing down their searches and
uncovering documentation and materials that would otherwise go
unnoticed. By making these finding aids available online, the
library is also likely to attract researchers who might have over-
looked the PCHS holdings in the past.
Finding aids are now available in the library for the New Jersey

Bell collection, the Dillistin Papers, the Susanna Parker Papers, the
Dowling collection and the Paterson Teacher’s Salary Adjustment
Organization papers. Inventories are currently underway for the
Derrom Papers, the Passaic County Court Dockets, the Sydney
Lockwood collection and the postcard collection.

New Finding Aids Available 
for Researchers

As our curator and her crew of interns and volunteers endeavor to
inventory our off-site collections, they have encountered many
items expected and even common-
place for historical institutions
around the world. There are
broken chairs, boxes of
stoneware jugs, portraits
of politicians and busi-
nessmen. However, part
of the excitement of this
project is that as one
goes through the boxes
one by one, occasionally
something a bit odd or different
appears. 
One such discovery was an English shilling, dated 1567.

Clearly marked, this coin was minted in the reign of Elizabeth I
and closely matches other coins of the same period. On the back
side of the coin, one can see the English royal coat of arms, with
three lions in the sinister chief and dexter base quadrants and
three fleurs-de-lis in the dexter chief and sinister base. Along the

edge is stamped “POSUI DEUM ADIUTOREM MEUM” which
translates to “I have made God my helper.” Unfortunately the
image on the face side has been marred beyond recognition. What
one should see is Queen Elizabeth’s profile as she faces left, crown
on her head and Tudor rose behind her to the right. The only part
of her that remains is the line of her shoulders. However, the words
along the edge of the coin’s face can still be made out as

“ELIZABETH D G ANG FRAN Z HIB REGINA,”
which stands for “Elizabeth by the Grace

of God Queen of England, France
and Ireland.”

While we know what the coin
is, how it came to the Society
and what, if any, connection it
has to the county still remains a
mystery. More research is being

conducted, in an attempt to under-
stand how this coin, older than both

Passaic County and the United States,
made its way into our collection. Once uncovered, that story may
be just as interesting as the discovery of the coin itself.

Treasures from the Collection: 
An Elizabethan Coin
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cont. on page 5

W, Wagner,
The bowlegged beauty;
Short was closed to all traffic
With Honus on duty.

—Ogden Nash, “Line-up for Yesterday”

In 1896 Ed Barrow, who was part owner of the new Paterson
baseball club, convinced Garret A. Hobart, the owner of the local
traction company, to build a baseball park just over the city line in
Acquackanock (now Clifton) at a cost of $4,000. The arrangement
proved advantageous to Mr. Hobart: his trolleys took people to the
ballpark, and helping local factory
workers have an enjoyable after-
noon added to Mr. Hobart’s pop-
ularity. In a year, he would be
nominated and then elected Vice
President of the United States
under William McKinley.
The Paterson team, called the

Silk Weavers, was part of the
newly-formed Atlantic League. In
those days, minor league fran-
chises and leagues often came
and went based on their financial
viability; some teams and even
leagues would fold even before
their season ended. The 1896 At-
lantic League comprised the fol-
lowing teams: the Newark Colts,
the Hartford Bluebirds, the Pater-
son Silk Weavers, the Wilmington
Peaches, the New York Metropoli-
tans, the Lancaster Maroons, the
Philadelphia Athletics and the
New Haven Texas Steers.
Ed Barrow was a manager who had come into baseball after at-

tempts at selling soap and running concessions businesses. He
was instrumental in one of the greatest coups in baseball history:
in 1896, he and his partner, Charles McKee, managed to get none
other than Honus Wagner to play for the Paterson Silk Weavers. 
Barrow met with McKee and Shad Guilliam in Pittsburgh.

Guilliam was a local coach who had coached Honus Wagner and
some of his brothers. Honus’ brother Al, also a top prospect,
was already signed for the upcoming season, so Guilliam recom-
mended Honus. After finding him in a rail yard near Carnegie,
Wagner’s hometown, Barrow and McKee made an offer which was
accepted by Wagner, whose German heritage quickly made him a
fan favorite among the 10,000 German and Austro-Hungarian
immigrants in Paterson. Wagner got off to a great start, garnering
seventeen hits in his first nine games.
After returning from an injury that kept him sidelined for three

weeks, Wagner returned to the lineup in August and he even pitched

a couple of scoreless innings. He was primarily used at third base
but actually played five other positions during the season.
After playing some non-winning ball, Paterson perked up and

got into a pennant race with archrivals Newark and Hartford. In a 
close contest with Hartford the lone umpire called a Silk Weaver
out and a riot ensued. When things settled down Paterson wound 

Baseball City
by Robert Cohen

Part One of a Three-Part Series

Honus Wagner (back row, third from the left) with the 
Paterson Silk Weavers, 1896.
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Baseball cont. from page 4

up losing the game and dropped to third place in the standings.
The Paterson nine went on to gain back first place after a

nine-game winning streak. In one game late in the season, Wagner
hit two home runs in one game, one being a grand slam. According
to the newspaper, “Hannes [sic] stepped up to the plate…and
waited. The first ball was satisfactory and he drove it with mighty
force in the direction of City Hall.
Going in to the final game of the season, the three teams were

tied for first place. As there were several protested forfeited and
“extra” games, the League President would rule as to who finished
first. On the last day of the season Paterson played Hartford and
won easily. The League declared Newark was first, Hartford second
and Paterson third. Paterson and Hartford refused to abide by the
decision and played a championship series for a trophy donated
by Charles Soby of Hartford. Paterson won the series and the trophy
four games to two.
The following winter, Barrow took over as league president and

sold his share of the Silk Weavers to McKee, who made some

renovations to Olympic Park. These included the installation of a
fence in front of the bleachers “as a restraint on the murderous
desires of the crowd when the umpire goes astray.”  McKee also
signed some new players, including Bill Keister, a shortstop, and
Patsy Flaherty, a left-handed pitcher from Wagner’s hometown of
Carnegie; both players would go on to play in the majors. The best
news of the season, however, was the announcement of the return
of “Old Hannis” Wagner…to guard the territory around third base…
” for the 1897 Atlantic League season. McKee was keenly aware
that Wagner was starting to be noticed by major league teams as
being a prime prospect. Wagner lived up to expectations and hit
five home runs in two pre-season games against archrival Newark,
a feat unheard of in the “dead ball” era. Wagner’s performance
during the regular season continued to be strong, and eventually
lead to his being promoted to the majors.

***
Watch for part two of “Baseball City” in our next issue.

The Morris Canal was an engineering feat that became part
of the life-blood of northern New Jersey for over a century. In
stark contrast to its beginnings as a means to ship goods, parts
of the 107-mile long canal are today preserved as a registered
National Registered Landmark, while others have been filled in
entirely.
The canal ran from Philipsburg on the Delaware River at its

western end to Jersey City on the Hudson to the east, passing

locally through Paterson and intersecting with the Passaic River.
Among its intricate works were 23 locks and 23 inclined plains
to counter the differences in elevation along the way.
Philip Jaeger, a long-time member of the Society and former

Trustee, will discuss the Morris Canal’s history and current status
as part of the quarterly meeting of the Society’s membership on
September 12 at 7 P.M. at Lambert Castle. The meeting is free
of charge and open to the public. 

The Morris Canal Yesterday and Today

This early 1900s postcard (left) depicts the Morris Canal as it skirts the northern face of Garret Mountain in Paterson.
On an embankment above the canal is the Boonton Branch of the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad. 
The same area (right) as it appears today. Interstate 80 appears in place of the canal.
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Smokey is one of the many items from the permanent collection
which have been retrieved from off-site storage in our efforts to
move the collection to our new facility. Unfortunately, in Smokey’s
case, so much time in fluctuating climates has done some damage.
Besides needing to be re-stuffed, some of Smokey’s structure
needs to be rebuilt, and he needs new stitching and new eyes.
Here at the Castle, we would like to return Smokey to his original

state, so that he may once again be displayed in all his splendor.
However, with the existing costs of our ongoing move and inven-

tory project, we currently cannot spare the necessary funds.

Smokey’s situation is also, unfortunately, time sensitive. Unless he
is stabilized, Smokey will continue to deteriorate, soon reaching a
state where he cannot be mended.
This is where you, our members can help. We would like to raise

$4,500 by February 15, which would allow for Smokey’s repairs
and a clear case in which to display him. Please consider helping
us to achieve this goal to return Smokey to his original glory and
thereby preserve a unique piece of Passaic County History.
Every contribution helps. Please make checks payable to the

Passaic County Historical Society, and indicate that it is for the
Conserve Smokey Fund. Contributing to the Smokey Fund can also
make the perfect Christmas gift for history lovers of all ages!

Smokey cont. from page 1

Passaic County has had a rich history that continues to evolve
every day.  Volunteering is an important part of how the Passaic
County Historical Society preserves our history for future genera-
tions. Important cultural icons like Lambert Castle would be lost
to history without the dedication of people just like you who have
come forth and recognized the importance of keeping the past
alive. With your help, we can continue the tradition of serving our

community and maintaining the vitality of our unique heritage. 
Volunteers are needed to work in the Passaic County Historical

Society Library, to help with the operations of the Holiday House
Boutique, to catalogue and maintain our collection, to give tours,
and to assist at our many public events. If you would like
more information on how you can help, please contact us at
(973) 247-0085 x200.

Be a Part of Passaic County History

Volunteer!

Dolley Madison wasn’t the first First Lady (she
was actually the third), but over the course of
her husband’s term she came to embody
the modern idea of what a First Lady is. In
fact, before her husband was elected, she
used her considerable social skills as the
hostess of several Presidential functions
alongside widower Thomas Jefferson,
a family friend. 
On August 18, Mrs. Madison herself paid

a visit to Lambert Castle (more than ably
presented by professional actress Cynthia
Janzen). Throughout the afternoon, Dolley
charmed the at-capacity audience, regaling
them with tales of the upper crust of 19th-century

society, and sprinkling her presentation with sly
asides and juicy gossip. Her listeners were spell-
bound by her gracious presence and quick wit,
exactly as they had been 200 years before.
Mrs. Madison’s appearance was part of a
year-long celebration of the American Pres-
idency at Lambert Castle. Previous events
have included discussions of Presidents
Theodore Roosevelt and Grover Cleveland
and Vice President Garrett Hobart. One
discussion focused on the fascinating
hobby of collecting Presidential memora-
bilia, and of course our special Presidential
exhibit 2012: A Presidential Year has been on

display since January.

Dolley Madison Comes to the Castle



3

President’s Message
by Maria Carparelli

Although this summer seemed to disappear in the blink of an
eye, in the past two months there has been a great deal of activity
at Lambert Castle. In addition, we have several unique and exciting
events scheduled for the fall that you will not want to miss.

SUMMER HAPPENINGS
New Roof on Lambert Castle
On August 14, a meeting was held at the Castle regarding the

construction of a new roof. A contract has been awarded, and
preparations are underway. The construction company has
experience in the restoration of historic buildings, having worked
on the Hamilton House in Clifton and the Oakside Bloomfield
Cultural Center in Bloomfield. Construction should begin sometime
in mid-September, and should be completed before the winter.
The construction will not disrupt any planned interior activities. The
new roof will simulate the original copper roof that existed in the
time of Mr. Lambert.

New Librarian
We were saddened to receive the resignation of our Librarian,

Linda Pabian, this past month. Linda had been with us nearly two
years, and was always helpful to library researchers. We were most
fortunate to find and hire Carol Natoli to fill the position within a
three-week time span. Carol is a certified school librarian, with
experience in the Paterson public school system. She is very
enthusiastic about working for PCHS and is looking forward to
meeting our members and researchers.  

E-Mail Bulletins
The Society is proud to announce a new communication tool to
better keep in touch with our members on a more frequent basis.
Through the use of Constant Contact, members will soon be
receiving periodic e-mail bulletins. These bulletins will keep you
informed of events, programs, and other important society news
throughout the year.

Curator Receives Award
Our Curator, Heather Cunningham, has received an award for an

archeology exhibit she designed and created for the Louth
Museum in Louth, Linconshire, England in the fall/winter of 2010.
The exhibit, entitled Do You Dig Archaeology?, was nominated for
best exhibition at the Lincolnshire Heritage Awards Ceremony,
which includes all the museums, libraries etc. in that county. The
exhibit received an “Honorable Mention” award, which came with
a plaque. The awards ceremony was held in June of this year.

FUTURE EVENTS
Quarterly Meetings
The next Quarterly Meeting, scheduled for September 12,

will feature a presentation by historian and former PCHS trustee
Phil Jaeger. His topic is “The Morris Canal: Yesterday and Today.”
Phil has given presentations to the Society in the past and they
have always been well received and informative. 
Our November Quarterly Meeting will feature Sharon Farrell from

the Grover Cleveland Birthplace Historic Site. Her presentation will
be on Grover Cleveland’s wedding. Cleveland was the only
President to marry while in office. Please note: due to the Annual
Holiday House Boutique, the November meeting will be held at the
Little Falls Civic Center.

Mount Rushmore Presentation
On October 4, in keeping with our Presidential theme, we have

scheduled a presentation on the carving of Mount Rushmore. The
presenter is Lou Del Bianco, the grandson of the chief carver of
the monument. Mr. Del Bianco was recently featured on an episode
of the popular show Cake Boss, during which Buddy Velastro
constructed a Mount Rushmore cake. The Society received a mini
grant from the New Jersey Council of the Humanities to fund the
Mount Rushmore presentation.

Annual History Fair: October 6 and 7
Plans are underway for the annual History Fair. PCHS is partner-

ing with the Paterson Museum, the American Labor Museum, and
several other organizations for a special weekend event. Some of
the featured activities include re-enactors, speakers, presentations,
and tables with information from museums in the area. New this
year will be a trolley service that will transport participants from
Lambert Castle to the Paterson Museum.  

Beefsteak Dinner
Our annual Beefsteak Dinner will be held at the Brownstone.

Entertainment will feature Elvis impersonator Don Anthony. Don’t
like beefsteak? No problem! Chicken or fish dinner options are
available. A reservation form is available at lambertcastle.org.

We are currently working on additional programs of interest for
the winter and the spring that are certain to appeal to you, our
members. Look for information in our new e-mail bulletins.

Enjoy autumn!

Maria Carparelli
president@lambertcastle.org
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