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Catching Up

As it has been a year since the Historical
Society has published a nev'sletter, we haye
included a cory of the Director's annual
report to lhe membership, which was read
at the Society's Annual Meeting in May.

To begin, I would like to thank all of
you for coming to the 1994 Annual
Meeting of the Passaic County
Historical Society. You, the members,
trustees and volunteers, are the greatest
strength of this organization. It is your
dedication and support that makes it
possible for us to carry out our mission
to preserve and share Passaic County's
rich heritage.

1993 was a very busy year for the
Historical Society. We opened the year
with a Gala on Saturday, January 30th

-the Centennial of Catholina Lambert's
original housewarming party. Nearly
100 people enjoyed music, dinner and
dancing here at the Castle. The Gala
raised over $3,000 for the Society's
operating funds. It was so successful,
we followed it this year with a Valen-
tine's Gala, which we hope will become
an annual event,

We also celebrated the Centennial
of the Castle by producing a new
exhibit: "Catholina I-ambert: His World
and His Castle. " This was the main
changing exhibit last summer, and is
now installed as a core exhibit ex-
plaining the Castle to our visitors.

That exhibit was succeeded during
the Holidays by "Treasures From Hard
Times: Toys from the 1920's and
1930's. " This exhibit featured an
extensive donation of toys and
memorabilia given to the Historical
Society by Marian o:.r.::::,2r:l;,r" 
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New Locomotive Stamps
Honored In Ceremony

Saurday, July 30th

New Postal Service stamps commem-
orating American Locomotives will be
honored at a special cancellation cere-
mony at the Paterson Museum on Sat-
urday, July 30, 1994. The ceremony is
being sponsored jointly by the Paterson
Museum and PCHS in conjunction with
the Paterson Post Office.

The commemorative stamps feature
a series of five great American loco-
motives. One of these, the "Hudson's
General' was built in Paterson at the
Roger's Mill, now the home of the pat-
erson Museu^' o "1.*:^!r:#:';::::

A New Name-
A New Look

As we embark upon the Castle's second
century, with renovation projects going
forward upstairs and dowu, we decided
to give the newsletter a facelift too.

The change in the newsletter's
name, from the Castle Litetothe Castle
Light is intended to reflect the Society,s
ongoing committment to teaching and
preserving our county's cultural heri-
tage. As an educational institution, we
should try to mind our spelling and
grammar, and set a good example.

The new format takes advantage of
our capabilities to prepare publications
on our own computer. The money we
save will be used to preserve our
collections and sponsor program$.

The newsletter will continue to
combine information about Society
news and events and articles on local
history, genealogy and preservation. If
you have any ideas or suggestions for
topics you would like to see discussed,
please call or write the office. We aim
to please!

Games of Yesteryear
A special workshop for children 6-12

Sunday, July 24 and Sunday, August 21, 1gg4

Bring all your young friends to l-ambert Castle Museum for one of the passaic County
Historical society's annual nGames of yesteryear' programs, made possibre by the
Jaqua Foundation's generous support ofour educational programing.

we'll start the party by cracking ice and ctruming up sorie real ice cream.
Then, while it ripens, we'll play ail kinds of old-fashiooJg*r, forgotten in these
days of rv and Nintendo. At the end, we,ll finish with Jairn or ice cream and a
glass of lemonade. Parents and adult friends are welcome to join in.

'Games of Yesteryear' is open to all children between the ages of 6 and 12.
The cost is $1.50 per child ($1.00 if accompanied by a pcHS meniber). It will be
held from 1:30-4:00 on sunday, luly 24, and repeated on Sunday, August 21. Space
is limited, so call the Historical Society at ggl-276l to register.

Locomolivc Buildcr to the \Yorld lt37-t926
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Cslendar of Events
Summer 1994

June

Thursday, 2nd Federici Lecture. "Contemporary Sculpture: Humanistic

7:30 pm Connections" by Prof. Judith Peck, Ramapo College. Free.

Thursday, 9nd Federici Lecture. "Public Sculpture in New Jersey: An
7:30 pm Endangered Species" by Meredith Bzdak, Save Our Sculpture.

Paterson Museum Paterson Museum, 2 Market Street, Paterson, NJ.

Federici Walking Tour. "Federici's Paterson," a tour of
Federici's monuments lead by Dr. Flavia Alaya.

Children's Workshop: Games of Yesteryear. Repeat of the

July 21st program. Call 881-2761 to register.

Locomotive Stamp (cont.)
honoring Paterson's role as 'Loco-
motive Builder to the Wodd' will be

available at the ceremony.
Paterson was a major center of

locomotive building from 1837 to 1926.
The great firms of Danforth & Cooke,

Grant, Swinbourne, and Rogers &
Ketchum were all located here" The
locomotives that met at the golden spike

to complete America's first transcon-
tinental railway were both built in
Paterson. Paterson locomotives served

in America, and were exported to
Russia, Spain, Panama and other coun-

tries. Locomotives and related heavy

iron foundary work contributed heavily
to the growth of the city. Paterson was

known as "the city with an ann of iron
in a sleeve of silk" for its locomotive
and silk mills.

The ceremony will be held at

10:00, Saturday, July 30, at the

Paterson Museum, 2 Market St.,
Paterson. Stamp collectors, railroad
enthusiasts, and the general public are

invited. City, County and Federal dig-
nitaries have agreed to participate on

this historic occasion.

The Passaic County Historical Society

The Castle Light (formerly The Casrle Lite)
is the newsletter of the Passaic County
Historical Society, a private non-profit
organization dedicated to promoting interest

in the history and heritage of Passaic

County. The newsletter is published
quarterly, and distributed without charge to

members of the Society.

PCHS Trustees: President, Mathew
Witecki; Executive Vice President, Toby
Bizub; Vice President, Elliott Collins;
Treasurer, John Pullara; Secretary, Judith
Tilton. Dominic Bucci, Joseph Hannan,
Raymond J. Hovey, Howard Lanza, Robert
Masiello, Elbertus Prol, Anne R. Sia, Ed
Schumacher, Richard Wein.

Staff: Director, Kate Gordon; Curator,
Andrew Shick; Secretary, Pauline Zliceski.

Passaic County Historical Society, Lambert
Castle, 3 Valley Road, Paterson, NJ 07503.
Phone (201) 881-2761.

Paterson Museum $5.00 adults, $1.00 children. Rain date: Sunday, June, 19.

Sunday, 10th Federici Museums Tour. "Gaetano Federici Revealed," a

1:00 pm guided tour of all three exhibit sites, lead by Dorothy Hartman,

Paterson Museum Past Perspectives' Cost: $5'00 adults' $1'00 children'

JulY

Children's Workshop - "Games of Yesteryear.r' Play
traditional games, and make old-fashioned ice cream' For
children ages 6-12. Cost: $1.50 per child, $1:00 for PCHS

members. Space is limited, call (201) 881-2761to register.

Annual Volunteers Picnic. PCHS volunteers gather for food,
fun and fellowship. RSVP 881-2761.

American Locomotives Commemorative Stamp Cancellation
Ceremony. First day cancellations sponsored by PCHS,

and the Paterson Museum. Free.

August

Saturday, 6th Yolunteers Outing. Tour Lyndhurst, a Gothic Revival house

11:00 am-4:00pm in Tarrytown, NY. Bring a bag lunch, and we'll carpool.
Depart at 11:00 am from the Castle. Free!

Sunday, 12th
2:00 pm

Sunday, 24th
1:30-4:00 pm

Sunday, 24th
5:00-7:30 pm

Saturday, 30th
10:00 am

Paterson Museum

Sunday, 21st
1:30-4:00 pm

September

Mon 5th-Fri 16th Museum Closed to change exhibits'

Saturday, 10th Genealogy Club Meeting. Program to be announced.

10:00 am-Noon

Saturday, 10th Harvest Festival. Family fun! Details to be announced.

Saturday, 17th Exhibit Opening: 'Heros, Icons & Images: American War

1:00 pm Prints in the PCHS Collections"

All events are held at Lambert Castle, i Valley Road, Paterson unless otherwise noted.
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Can You Help? Federici Returns!

The Society is looking for the following
items to be used in our office, library,
museum and programs. If you are

upgrading your equipment or cleaning
house, please keep us in mind.
Remember, the full value of your
donation will be tax-deductible.

VCR - VHS format
IBM-compatible computers (286 or
higher)
Correcting electric typewriters
Cordless phone
Upright vacuum cleaner
Floor polisher/buffer
Hand-cranked ice-cream freezer
Small microwave oven

If you have any of these items that you
are willing to donate, please call the
Society at (201) 881-2761. Thank you!

Enterprise Class
Members

The Historical Society is grateful to
these companies and organizations for
their support:

Dr. John Ambrose; Beth Israel
Hospital; Car-Mart; General Hospital
Center at Passaic; J.W. Holding Group;
Hallock & Ammann; Lerch, Vinci &
Higgins; L.M.C. Co.p.; Passaic Co.
Medical Society; Radiology Imaging
Associates; Harish H. Shah; MD; and
The Steel Agency.

The Enterprise Class Membership
offers many benefits to businesses
including free museum admission for
employees and use of the Castle for
corporate functions. If your company
is interested in joining, please call the
Historical Society at (201) 881-276L for
more information.

C

This spring, PCHS collaborated with
the Paterson Museum and the American
I-abor Museum/Botto House to mount
an exhibition on the Paterson sculptor
Gaetano Federici (1 880-1964), entitled
"Gaetano Federici: A Artist Revealed. "
The exhibit features models, casts, and
study pieres
from the
artist's studio.
It provides an

excellent op-
portunity to
understand the
workingmeth-
ods of this
important
local artist,
who was re-
sponsible for
many of the
monumental
sculptures in
and around
Paterson.

Each of
the three mu-
seums is
examining a

different
aspect of the
collection.
PCHS is dis-
playing pieces

which reflect
Federici's
development
as an artist.
These include
studies of
boxer Jack
D emp sey's
arms, casts of
his busts of

Se U Po,trail- P C H S Co lle c ti ons

works of Federici. In 1980, PCHS
produced the exhibition 'Gaetano
Federici: The Artist as Historian."
That exhibit included many of
Federici's works belonging to PCHS
and to other private and public
collections. However, it did not in-

clude the
materials from
Federici's
studio, which
were then in
private hands

and not avail-
able for loan.

Last
year, the
studio col-
lection was
put up for
sale. Thanks
to .the timely
interventionof
a group of
concerned
citizens, lead
by former
PCHS trustee
Flavia Alaya,
and financial
assistance
from the
Nicholas
Martini
Foundation,
the collection
was saved.
Dr. Alaya and
her fellow art
lovers formed
the Federici
Collection
Trust, Inc. to
care for

Ingrid Bergman and Lou Costello, and
a charming staruette of a girl juggling.
Federici's role as monument builder to
the city of Paterson is examined at the
Paterson Museum, while his life as a
family man and an Italian immigrant
are examined at the Botto House.

This is the second time the
Historical Society has exhibited the

collection while permanent home is
found for it.

The exhibit was made possible by
a grant from the Passaic County
Cultural and Heritage Council at
Passaic County Community College
through the State/County Grant
program of the New Jersey State
Council on the Ads/Dept. of State.
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Catching Up (cont.)
Mrs. Gray was a lifelong resident of
Paterson. Her father owned the

Paterson Vehicle Company, which
manufactured the diners that stood

beside roadways across America.
Approximately l7,3OO people

visited the Castle in 1993 to view the

exhibits or attend one of our events or
programs. In addition, over 2,100
school children from Passaic County
and surrounding communities visited
the Museum on special tours of the

Castle, or to take part in the Mill
Worker/Mill Owner program we organ-
ized in conjunction with the Botto
House in L992. In fact, the Society
was able to serve more than 28,000
people last year through our exhibits
and programs here at the Castle, our
outreach programs to classrooms and

community groups and our travelling
exhibit on Passaic County women,
which was loaned to the Hawthorne
Library last year.

Throughout the year, young people
from Paterson, under the auspices of
the New Jersey Youth Corps, painted
and refurbished our Spoon Room and
Library. The Youth Corps is a

program for young people who have
"dropped in' and returned to school to
obtain their GED. They attend classes

in the morning, and then spend the

afternoons working on community
service projects under experienced

supervisors. It has been a long, slow
project; but it is finished at last, and we
have learned much about designing and
managing projects for youth groups.

As a result of the Youth Corps'
work, I am delighted to announce that
we now have a freshly-painted and

expanded library. The room on the
south-east corner of the third floor is
now available as a microfilm/microfiche
reading room for genealogists and other
researchers who wish to consult our
microfilmed newspapers and other re-
sources. The Youth Corps students
repaired tho window frames, removed
a dilapidated tile ceiling and repaired
the original plaster ceiling, painted the
walls, and installed a new light hxture.

The fixture was donated by Ronald
Osur, son of Sadie Osur, one of our
members and faithful volunteer guides.

The materials for the ceiling repair
were donated by Home Depot, and the
paint was donated by Rickels Hard-
ware. The final cleaning was done by
volunteers from the Genealogy Club.

The Spoon Room has also been

totally repainted in one of its early
color schemes by the Youth Corps stu-
dents. Volunteers are now working
with the spoons to decide which ones to
install in the new exhibit on travel and

collecting in the 19th century. This
exhibit will draw upon the Koemple
collection of souvenir spoons, as well
as the postcard collection we were giv-
en by Hester Cappio and the honey-
moon let-
ters and
photographs
of Helen
Sterret
McBurney,
daughter of
one of
Catholina
Lambert's
business
partners.
Many of
the spoons

were
cleaned and

conserved
with funds
contributed
by the
Rotary
Clubs of
Passaic
County.
The paint
for this
project was
donated by
the Lucite
Paint
Company,
through
Rickels
Hardware,
which also

helped

afl'ange a donation of small tools and

supplies from the Red Devil Company.
To encourage our efforts to

refurbish our areas of the Castle, Studio
J in Clifton has created and donated a

new stained glass transom pane for the
window in the foyer, next to the
original front door. Once this is
installed, we hope to find someone able
to redo the grain painting on the
window frame,

This summer, we repeated our
popular nGames of Yesteryear"
program for children. Over sixty
children played traditional games on the

Castle lawn, and helped to churn-and
eat-vanilla ice cream. We then
repeated the Rrosral.::::*, 

on page 5
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Folk Finder

Ruth Gilmore,2T Arlene Ct., Bricktown, NJ 08724 is looking for information on her great-grandfather William Henry BROWER,
son of "Garyn Garrett Brower and an unknown wife. William was born c. t 835 in Acquackanonk (Little Falls) and lived there all
his life. He married Mary Ann WIEKLOW or.312911866. She is also seeking information on Mary Ann Wieklow's father Ralph
(b" 1807) in New York, and her mother Eliza June TODD, daughter of Mary and William Todd.

David Henry, I Ginger Court, Antioch, CA 94509 is seeking information on Ally John DAYENPORT or John Ally Davenport of
New Foundland, Bergen Co. whose wife is apparently a Sarah. All he has at present is the man's name, and the name of his son
Peter A. who married Maria COLE.

Virginia L Devine, 140 Boyle Avenue, Totowa, NJ 07512 desires information on William LOVELL and his wife Martha MORRIS,
who were born in North America. Their son William, b. 1796 in New York City, served in the War of 1812. She is also interested
in learning how this Lovell family connects with the New England Lovells, particularly in Mass. Also the connections between the
Mass. Lovells and the Mass. MAKEPEACES, with whom she is connected.

Jean Hudson McNamara, 17451 Almond Road, Castro Valley, CA 94546 is seeking information on the ancestors and decendants
of Eleazor HUDSON, b. 21911776, d. l0l4ll823 in Goshen, NY. He had 7 children by his first wife Abigail (maiden name
unknown, d.2/2411816): Oscar, Amanda, Caroline, Vinson Clark, John Riggs, July Ann and Sally Mariah. Also three children by
his second wife Elizabeth CONNOR, m. 411211817 at the lst Presbyterian Ch. in Goshen, viz.: William (bap. l2l4ll819), Hector
and Mary (both bap. 111811825). Would also like to know if son Hector is the same Hector C. Hudson who married Emma B.
HARRIS 311011849 in Paterson, NJ. Hector C. Hudson is listed in the 1850 Passaic Co. census as being aged 30 and born in NY,
his wife listed as aged 25, bom in NJ. She has Hudson information to share, particularly on the decendants of Oscar.

Gladys Jordan Smith, 1203 Castlewood Avenue, Louisville, KY 40204 is seeking information on her great-grandmother, Susan
BEARDSLEY (1812-1890), m. 1828/29 to Jacob DE GARMO (1799-1869). Her parents (?) lived in Paterson ca 1830-1860, where
her 5th child, Henry Hobart DE GARMO was bom, 1839. She was an Episcopalian. Any information on her parents? Was her
father a minister?

Catching Up (cont.)
Fall Festival sponsored by the Weis
Ecology Center in Ringwood. If your
children or grandchildren missed the
program, we will be repeating it this
year.

In October, the Historical Society
sponsored an old-fashioned Harvest
Festival for families. There were
traditional games and activities for
children, refreshments, folk dancers, a
genuine German Oom-Pah band and the
Paterson Siingerbund, one of the city's
oldest musical groups. We were able us

to engage Bernie's Orchestra, one of the
area's best German bands. Although last
year's Festival was small, everyone
enjoyed it, and we hope to expand the
program this year to include a wider
range of cultural and ethnic groups.

Also in October, the second annual
series of Jaqua Lectures commemorated
the centennial of I-ambert Castle with a
series of four lectures on the theme "High
Style and Hard Work: American Life in
the Gilded Age.' The lectures were all

extremely popular, attraeting capacity
audiences to the Castle's Community
Room, and winning new friends and
members for the Society. The proposed
theme for the 1994 Jaqua lectures is
'Gilded Dreams or Grandma's Kitchen:
Choices in Community Preservation".
Our hope is that this group of lectures
will strengthen the dialogue among the
County's preservation and heritage
grodps, and introduce them to some of
the issues and expertise available at the
State and National level.

The Genealogy Club offered a series
of excellent programs this year, and the
group published a variety of informative
articles in their newsletter, The Castle
Genie-

In December, the Society's annual
Holiday party was enlivened by the
Clifton High School Madrigal Singers,
who came in Renaissance cosfume and
serenaded Museum visitors with
traditional carols. Also in December was
our annual Holiday Ornament Workshop
for children. Once again, it proved very

popular, both classes on December 1lth
were completely filled. In addition, we
held special versions of the workshop for
two scout groups and a church group.
This program has become an annual
tradition for many families.

The Society's newsletter, which is
long overdue, has been re-designed and
will be going to the printer very soon. I
regret the delay, but hope that you will
enjoy the new format and content. The
newsletter will provide a complete
calendar of the events we have planned
for this summer. In the mean time I hope
that you will take advantage of the
programs we have arranged in
conjunction with the current exhibit on
Gaetano Federici.

In closing, I would like to thank all
of you who made it possible for me to be
with my father throughout his final
illness. With your support and assistance,
I was able to be with him whenever he
needed me. This was a great gift, and I
thank you with all my heart.


