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SOCIETY NAMES NEW
DIRECTOR

SPRING CRAFT SHOW

The Trustees are pleased to announce that
Kate Gordon has been named Executive Director
of PCHS. Speaking of the appointment, Society
President, Dr. Thomas Dayspring, said "The
TBoard and membership are indeed fortunate to
acquire a director with the impressive credentials,
experience and computer literacy that Kate has.
Her six months experience with our collection is
an added benefit."

PCHS is pleased to welcome back Holiday
House Boutique for its fourth Spring Craft Show.
From March 2l and through April 5, the Castle
will be host to a barrage of bunnies, a masterpiece of mice, and a dream of dried and silk
flowers. These and other fine, hand-crafted gift
items are inspired by country, Victorian and many
other traditions. Your will be sure to find the
unique presents and perfect accent pieces you
have been looking for!

Kate has been working with the Society's
collections since last August, moving them to the
new off-site storage unit. "Working in the
basement all fall, I fell in love with this place,"
she said. "The collections are incredible, with so
many items of national as well as local
significance. They are a real treasure trove. I
look forward to continuing the Society's efforts to
preserve them, and to using them to develop
exhibits and programs for our members and for
County residents. Plus, the people here are
wonderful. Everyone I've met--staff, volunteers
and board--is so friendly, dedicated and helpful.
It will be a pleasure to work here, as well as a
challenge to help the Society meet its goals and
dreams for the future. "
Kate was formerly a Curator at the South
Street Seaport Museum in New York, and has
also worked at the Metropolitan Museum of Art
and the Museum of Science and Industry in
Chicago. In addition to her work for PCHS, she
is active in historic and preservation groups in
Sussex Co., NJ, where she and her husband live
in a 19th-century blacksmith's house.

RE,TURNS

Show hours will be 10:00 a.m. to 8 p.m.
weekdays and 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on
weekends. Tickets are $2.50 each (children under
12 fren), and allow you two return visits during
the run of the show.

If

you would like first crack at these
distinctive offerings, come to the Spring Boutique
Preview on March 20, from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.
Shop while enjoying a glass of wine and tidbits of
cheese. Preview tickets are $10.00 per person,
and reservations are required; call the Society at

88t-276t.

SOCIETY WELCOMES FIRST
ENTERPRISE SUBSCRIBER.S
Two institutions have joined PCHS as part

of its new Enterprise Class business membership
category. Beth Israel Hospital of Passaic, and the
Passaic County Medical Societies share the honor

of being the first members of this new program.

Their employees and members will now enjoy
free admission to the Castle md the lA%
members discount in the Museum Gift Shop. In
addition, the organizations may use the Museum
for corporate functions.
The Society is very pleased to welcome
both these new members. We thank you for your
support of Passaic County's history and the
Society's work to preserve it.

For further information on the benefits of
an Enterprise Class membership, please contact
the Society at (201) 881-2761.

THE BI.,ACK
HAI\ID
Mayor McBride - Be
careful or you had
better go to St John's
and say your last
prayer. Singed lsic)

This sinister
missive, garnished with a sketch of a skull &
crossbones and a bomb, was mailed to Paterson
Mayor Andrew F. McBride's Main Street home:
postmarked 1 a.m., April 19,1913. I came
across it in the PCHS archives in January, where
it had languished since 1977, when it was given
to the Society by William Gerstein of Fairlawn.
1913, of course, was the year of the great
Paterson silk strike, when striking silk and dye
workers virtually shut down the city's textile
industry. Feelings ran high on both sides of the
conflict, and the specter of violence hovered over
the city.

On the evening of April l'lth, 1913, a
special detective protecting a group of strikebreakers leaving the Weidmann Dye Works, fired
into an angry crowd of strikers. Valentino
Modestino, a file works employee, was shot and
fatally injured as he sat on the front stoop of his
nearby house watching the melee. He died three
days later. The detective, Joseph Cutherton, was
arrested after the shooting, but three grand juries

failed to indict him, despite the fact that six
witnesses identified him as the kiiler.
Our Black Hand letter was mailed to
Mayor McBride less than 24 hours after
Modestino's shooting. The Black Hand was the
symbol of a Sicilian terrorist organization, and
was associated with Mafia activities in New York
City in the early part of the twentieth century.
There are no recorded ties between the labor
movement and organized crime in Paterson in
1913, so we do not know whether the author had
terrorist associations or was merely borrowing a
lurid and potent symbol to express rage and
frustration.
There is no indication that Mayor McBride
took the threat seriously or made it public,
according to historian Steve Goiin, author of The
Fragile Bridge, Paterson Silk Strike 1913. When
I spoke to him about the letter, Golin noted that
the manufacturers and strikers were engaged in a
war for pubiic opinion, with each side looking for
ways to blacken the other's reputation. He was
surprised that McBride had passed up this
opportunity to discredit the strikers by accusing
them of links to organized crime.

The strikers had originally hoped that
Mayor McBride, an Irish Catholic and a
Democrat, would be sympathetic to their cause,
or at least remain neutral. However, he was a
trustee of the Paterson Board of Trade, which
represented and promoted the interests of business
and manufacturing, and it soon became evident
that was where his sympathies lay. He was
widely criticized for failing to restrain the police
and the special detectives hired by the mill
owners to safeguard property and strikebreakers.
The Black Hand letter is a vivid testimony to the
sense of betrayal and anger felt by strikers during
this turbulent phase of Paterson history.
Kate Gordon

RAILROAD MEMORABILIA
A vitai piece of Paterson and

passaic

County's rich industrial history is that of the
railroads. Paterson was the early home of
American steam locomotive manufacturing.

The Rogers, Cooke, Danforth and other locomotive works spawned many an iron horse to ride
the iron rails. Some of the iron that was used in
the locomotives, rolling stock and rails came from
the iron mines of upper Passaic County, in Ringwood, Wanaque and West Milford. The railroads
were major social, cultural and economic
institutions of their day. Passengers and goods all
travelled by rail. A labor-intensive industry, the
raiiroads were major employers of skilled and
non-skilled workers for such tasks as track
maintenance, machinists, brakemen, engineers,
telegraph and switch tower operators and station
attendants. How many recent immigrants to this
country got their first jobs in America swinging a
sledge hammer on the railroads?
Paterson, as a city of industry, was a busy
railroad town. The Erie; New York, Susquehanna and Western; and the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western railroads bisected the city,
not to mention the many trolley and street car
lines.

As we packed and cataloged the Society's
collections, we have found a great deal of
material relating to Paterson's railroad history,
including:

o A scrap book of official

and legal
documents on the Lehigh Valley, and New
York, Susquehanna and Western
Railroads;

o The Railroad and Engineering Journal,
a trade publication, for the years 1887-93
with advertisements for Paterson
locomotive and railroad suppliers;

o Erie Railroad magazines, 1927-57'
o The Susquehanna

Reflector, 1947-57;

o Two books of clippings on the Erie
Railroad for 1929, 1945-51 and 1952-54;
o Schedules from the Erie; Lackawanna;
Susquehanna; Jersey Central; Reading;
Pennsylvania; Lehigh and Hudson River;
New York, Ontario and Western; and New
York Central, plus Public Service Corp.
trolley and bus timetables.

If these newly rediscovered sources of
information can help your research projects, or if
you would like to help us catalog them, call the
Society to set up an appointment.
Doug Broadbent, Collections Assistant

FORGOTTEN SERVANTS
For oyer tvro centuries, Paterson's mayors
have worked to lead their ciry thorough good.
times and bad.. Yet many are only remembered
todoy os street names. In this bicentennial year,
PCHS will highlight some of Paterson's "forgotten
servants. "

DAVID T. GILMORE was born in Easr
Haddam, Conn. in 1837. His parents moved to
Paterson when he was three, and he grew up
here. After graduating from Paterson,s public
schools, he took a position with a New york dry
goods firm. At the outbreak of the Civil War, he
enlisted in Col. Derrom's 25th regiment of New
Jersey Volunteers. He rose to the rank of First
Sergeant of Company E in nine months, before he
was discharged on a disability. Once his heaith
returned, he re-entered the dry goods business in

New York.

In 1881, Gillmor ran for Mayor of
Paterson as a Republican and defeated the
incumbent, Joseph R. Graham, in a stunning
upset even though he had never held public office
before, and was not well known. Republican
enthusiasm and Democratic apathy were attributed
to his victory. Two years later, the Democrats,
who had learned their lesson, campaigned
vigorously and Nathan Barnert defeated Gillmor
handily.
About 1884, Gillmor opened a retail dry
goods store in Paterson's Main Street in
partnership with Ferdinand B. Smith. Smith left
the business a few years iater, and Gillmor retired
in 1891 due ro ill health. However, his health did
not prevent him from serving on the committee
which planned Paterson's 1892 centennial
celebration.
James G. Ward, Research Assistant

FOLK FINDER
The Folk Fin"der Column is devoted to
helping genealogical researchers locate
northern. New Jersey ancestors /descendants.
We invite researchers to submit requests for
help, inquiries about fomily names or queries
concerning the exchange of family
information. If you can assist any of our
inquirers, please contact them directly, or
call the PCHS ffice (201) 881-2761.

1. Clayton Edward Yarbrough, Rt. 4,
Box 463-4, Athens, AL 35611 would like to
exchange information on William J.
Kennedy, b. 1844, Paterson, N.J.

DONALD ANGUS ALEXAIVDER
Noted Paterson Aftist
Donald Angus Alexander was born in the
village of Kirriemuir, County Angus, Scotland on
July 15, 1818. He was the illegitimate son of
Alexander Alexander of Glasgow and Isabel
Rattray. Little is known of his childhood except
that he had a natural aptitude for painting. As a
youth, he was apprenticed to a taiior. On
becoming a journeyman, he used his earnings to
pay for painting lessons. He married Ann,
daughter of James Boath of his natai village, on
November 15, 1835. They lived near Dundee
and had three children: Mary, James and John.

2.

In the late 1840's, he took a second wife,
Ann Jack. They emigrated to the United States in
1851, living initially in Lodi, New Jersey and

parents.

then moving to Paterson. Aiexander spent the
next twenty years in Paterson, living in rental
housing at various addresses. In 1861, he and his
son, James, volunteered to fight in the Civil War.
Both served in Andrew Derrom's Company H,
25th New Jersey Regiment. After they were
discharged, Alexander returned to Paterson and
resumed his career as an artist.

Jean Cook-Pellegrino, 49 Lexington
Ave., Wallington, NJ 07057-1634 is
searching for information/descendants of
Obadiah Davenport, b. 1804, d.
12110/1880, buried in Towaco Cemetery.
Davenport married Mary Wagoner, his tather
was Peter Davenport of Montville, Morris
Co. Seeking the name & birthplace of

DAR Invitation: The Claverack Chapter,
Daughters of the American Revolution invites
PCHS members interested in joining the
DAR to attend their next meeting on March
23, L992 at the Athenia Reformed Church,
770 Ciifton Ave., Ciifton at 7:30 p.m.
Call Audrey P. Klein at 523-8683.

In

1871, Alexander, his wife and his sonin-law, a mason, built a stone house at 107
Haledon Avenue, Paterson. It was there that he
lived and worked for the rest of his life.
Alexander died at the age of 69 of an apparent
heart attack on August 14, 1887.

Alexander perfected his painting technique

EI\TERPRISE CLASS
SUBSCRIBERS
Here is a list of the current Enterprise Class
members. Many thanlcs to these companies
and organizations for their support.
Beth Israel Hosipital, Passaic
Passaic County Medical Society

by closely studying the old masters in major
European art museums. His copies of old masters
were highly regarded and appear to have been his
chief source of income. He and his wife made
nine trips to Europe at intervals for that purpose.
He was also considered to be an excellent
portraitist, particularly of elderly people. Several
of his paintings, including a self-portrait, are now
in the collections of the Paterson Free public
Library and the Passaic County Historical
Society.
James G. Ward, Research Assistant

