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Lambert Castle as it appeared in 1896.

Freeholders Fund Castle Preservation plan
PATERSON 

- The Passaic County Board of Free-
holders has voted to fund a proposai to develop a
Historic Preservation/Restoration PIan for Lambert
Castle. The Proposal was put forward by Freehoider
Director Peter S. Bruce. The Middletown, New Jersey
architectural firm of Ryan, Gibson, Bauer & Korn-
blath was selected to develop the ptan.

Lambert Castle is a county-owned building which
sits atop scenic Garret Mountain and has served as
the home of the Passaic County Historical Society
for more than half a century. In 1984 the Castle,
along with the Paterson Museum at the Rogers Loco-
motive Building and the Botto House in Haledon, was
prominently featured as part of a collaborative ex-
hibition entitled "Life and Times in Silk City." The Freeholder Peter Bruc-e reviewing blueprints

Restoration Architect David Gibs6n.



Life and Times exhibition was co-sponsored by The
Passaic County Historical Society, the Great Falls
Development Corporation, the Paterson Museum, hnd
the American Labor Museum.

"This building played an important part in our
County's history," said Freeholder Bruce. "We want
to do everything we can to make sure our history is
preserved for our children."

The development of a Historic Preservation Plan
is a first step which will allow the County to apply
for state matching grants for an actual "bricks and
mortar" restoration program. The state money is
available for Historic Preservation projects as part
of a 25 million dollar "Quality of Life" bond issue
passed by New Jersey voters in November, L98?.

tr'reeholder Walter Porter also expressed his sup-
port for the study. "I grew up in Passaic County and
I know how important the castle and the Park are
to the people of this County. This sort of work is
long overdue," Porter said.

The Historic Preservation PIan proposal was en-
dorsed earlier this year by the Freeholder Board's
Community Services Recreation and Education Com-
mittee. The Chairman of the Committee, Freeholder
Norman Robertson, was formerly the President of
the Passaic County Historical Society and is con-
sidered a leading advocate for historic preservation
throughout the state. Also serving on the committee
are Freeholder Walter Porter and Paterson Free-
holder Michael Adamo.

The announcement of the development of the
Preservation Plan was greeted with great approval
by other members of the historic preservation com-
munity. "The preservation study is a critical first
step toward the ultimate restoration of the Castle,"
stated Dr. Thomas Dayspring, president of the
Passaic County Historical Society. "We commend the

Freeholder Walter Porter and Freeholder Michael
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Freeholders for their interest and initiative on this
issue," Dayspring said.

Support also came from the neighboring Great Falls
Historic District. "The preservation of the Casile
and its history can only serve to teach people how im-
portant it is to understand their history,,, stated Har-
vey Nutter, President of the Great Falls Development
Corporation, a nonprofit historic preservation organ-
ization organized to encourage interest in paterson,s
Great Falls Historic District.

"We hope that the restoration of Lambert Casile
will aid us in our efforts to preserve our heritage
right here in the Historic District,,,Nutter said. ,,It,s
great that the Freeholders are showing this kind of
leadership."
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