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Beefsteak Sepf. 28
"Help Preserve Passaic County History" is the theme for the
Sth Annual Rotary Club Beefsteak Dinner-Dance to benefit
the Historical Society. This year's dinner-dance will be held on
Saturday evening, September 28at7 p.m. at the U.F. & C.W.
Hall,245 Paterson Ave. in Little Falls. Music willbe provided by
the Saddle River Big Band. Tickets are 925.00 per person and

are tax deductible. Last year, the Passaic County Rotary
Clubs raised $8,000 for the Society's conservation fund. Hetp
us raise that figure this year. For tickets, please call 881 2761

Consultont to oduise
on collectians sfo rage
James R. Blackaby, Curator of the Bucks County Historical
Society in Doylestown, Pa. will come to Lambert Castle to
advise the society on its collections storage plans in September.
Mr. Blackaby's consultation is made possible by a Consultant

Service Grant from the American Association for.state and

LocalHistory.
Since the society was establishedin 7927, it has amassed a
fine collection of local hisiorical materials. These vast holdings
include a significant collection of historic clothing, over 60,000

silk textile samples, paintings, sculpture, prints, and a wide

Netr., exhibit opened

July l0

The Society's new exhibit "The Elegant Woman: Fashions
of the Castle Era 1893-1926" opened July 10th and will run
through the month r:f Or:tober. Guest curator Jan Reeder and
museum staff selected clt,rthing from the Society's extensive
collection to highlight the revolutionary change which occurred
in women's fashion during the years of the castle's prominence.
According to Mrs. Reeder, fashion was affected by a multitude
of factors, including the increasing involvement of women in
activities outside the home, the advent of the machine age. and

World War

I.

Daytime and evening wear are on display as well as clothing
for specific activities such as motoring, picnicing, and lounging.
Of local interest, is a french gown worn by Anna Beam Wilcox,
wife of Garret Hobart's law partner to the McKinley-Hobart
Inaugural festivities in Washington, D.C. in 1897 and a silk
gown with a Paterson label.
The exhibit may be viewed at the Lambert Castle Museum,
Wednesday through Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m. Specialgallery
talks are also available. For more information, call 881-2761.

array of decorative objects. These collections form the basis of
changing exhibitions held at the society's museum at Lambert

Castle. The consultation grant will enable the society to
provide the best possible storage conditions for these collections and thus, will help preserve them for future generations.

His torical Comnriss ion publishes

'Women In Neu Jersey History'

The struggles and problems of feminists, divorced women,
and female textile wolkers arb discussed in the New Jersey
Historical Commission's new book, "Women in New Jersey
History." The book, edited by Mary R. Murrin, is based on

lectures given by four scholars at the annual New Jersey
History Symposium in 1981.
Feminist activities are examined in Barbara Petrick's paper,

"Mary Philbrook: The Professional Woman and Equal Rights".
Philbrook was the first woman admitted to the New Jersey Bar

and for many years, was a leading figure in the woman's,
suffrage movement. Amelia F. Fry's essay on Alice Paul, the
founder of the National Woman's Party, also looks at the
feminist movement. Called "Alice Paul and the Divine Discontent", it argues that Paul's devotion to suffrage originated
in her background as a Quaker and in her work for suffrage in
England as a youth. The changing divorce patterns of New
Jersey in relation to the growing female work force and
society's resistance to post-Victorian moral attitudes is the

subject of Elaine Tyler May's piece titled "ln-laws and Outlaws: Divorce in New Jersey, 1890-7925". May believes that
New Jersey divorce law of that period represented an attempt
to prevent social change.
Woman and unions in the mills is the focus of Historical
Society President Delight W. Dodyk's paper, "Women's Work
in the Paterson Silk Mills: A Study in Women's Industrial
Experience in the Early Twentieth Century". Women have

Be a FRIEND

Join our new FRIENbS group! This organization is being
formed to provide the community with a better understanding
of the objectives, services, and needs of the Passaic County
Historical Society. We need your help to promote interest in
the Society and to enhance the relationship between the
Society and the community through activities organized and
sponsored by the FRIENDS.
Our first meeting willbe held at Lambert Castle on Monday,
September 23, 1985 at 7:30 p.m. This will be an informal
meeting where we c;rn exchange ideas as to how to best
accomplish our goals and briefly outline the organizational
structure of the group. After the meeting Jan Reeder, coordinator of "The Elegant Woman - Fashions of the Castle Era
- 1893-1926", willprovide us with a behind the scenes tour and
talk concerning the new exhibit.
Membership in the FRIENDS is open to all members of the
Passaic County HistoricalSociety. Please callthe office, 8812761, or Annita Zalenski, 595-7684, for additional information.

Recent donations fo the museum
Becent donations to the museum include: China and cut
glass, Mrs. Elizabeth H. Treptow; Ryle sideboard, Mrs. Marion

Rauchenbach; collection of books, Mrs. Cynthia Lemmerman;
local history books, Mr. James Inglis, Jr.;chromo-photograph
of Isabelle Lambert, Mr. Mark Tunnell; Annual reports of the
City Officers, Paterson, N.J., North Haledon Library; Pelgram
and Meyer Silk Sample Books, Mrs. Luise Whitehead Bamford;
Derby and Boy Scout materials, James Ward.

always been an important part of Paterson's silk labor force. In
the earliest years, they were usually less-skilled operatives in
the throwing (or thread making) branch, then increasingly in

the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, they weie
employed as skilled workers in weaving and warp making.
Since most girls and women during that period worked when
they were young and single, the significance to them of work
"in the silk" differed from that of most male workers. Wages for
men's and women's work differed and not uncommonly, were
at issue in strikes and protests. While women and girls found it
difficult to organize into permanent unions in the early years,
they were important participants in strikes and protests,
including the Great Strike of 1913. After the turn of the century
women's union activity increased, as did their employment in
the more skilled jobs.
The 85 page, illustrated paperback is available at $6.50 plus
$1.10 postage payable to The Treasurer, State of,New Jersey.
Orders should be sent to the New Jersey Historical Commission, Department of State, Dept. W. 113 W. State St., CN
305, Trenton, N.J. 08625.

Volunteer happenings

The Society would like to welcome the following new
volunteers: Evelyn Buffington, Adelaide Carlock, Catherine
Frinco, Kurt Heller, Drusilla Jocobson, Ida Mallon, and Garret
Sugarbaker.

The local history library is being catalogued by museum
volunteer, Carol Thompson. Ms. Thompson, a librarian at
American Cyanimid Corp. comes to the castle a couple of
Sundays each month to sort books, arrange shelves, and to
catalog new donations. During this cataloguing process, the
library is open by appointment only.
Mel Espinosa, a museum guide, has helped the museum
reach out to the Spanish speaking community in Paterson. He
helped us to write a brochure on the "Life and Times in Silk
City" exhibit in Spanish and distributed them throughout the
area. Mel also gives tours of the museum in Spanish on the 2nd
and 4th Sundays of each month.

Int ern

re

sear ching colle

ction

of Lambert Paintings

The Society is pleased to report that Mrs. Richard "Skip"
Lane, an art history student at Monclair State College, has
been researching the Lambert Painting Collection. Mrs. Lane
is looking into how Lambert originally assembled his fine
collection and is trying to locate where these paintings are
presently housed. So far, she has located paintings as far away
as Honolulu, Hawaii. If you have any information that might be
of help to Mrs. Lane's research please call 881-2761.
This Newsletter is published as a membership privilege
Passaic County Historical Society, Lambert

of the

Castle, Valley Rd., Paterson, New Jersey 07503.
Telephone (201) 881-2761. Office Hours are Monday
through Friday (9:00-4:00). President: Delight W. Dodyk;
Director: Catherine A. Keene.

Be a charter member

of Genealogy Group
We cordially invite you to discover your family history by

il,'#

becoming a charter member of The Passaic County Historical
Society Genealogy Club. Membership in the Genealogy Club
is open to any member of the Society. There will be no
additional club dues. We have organized this group to provide
researchers and opportunity to meet and share genealogical
information. Topics of interest to both beginning and advanced
genealogist wiil be included in our programs and workshops.
Our first meeting will be held on Saturday, September, 28,
1985, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. The organizational and business
portion oJ the meeting willbe from 10 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. The
second segment will be devoted to a beginner's genealogy
class. This class will be open to the public, however, advance
registration is required. The Society's Local History and

Genealogy Library will open

Gertrude Taylor and campers at Lambert Castle in 1927.

at

11 a.m.

for use by

club

members who do not wish to attend the genealogy class. The
library contains a unique collection of family group sheets,

newspaper extracts, local history books, city directories,

Camping in a castle
The following is a reminiscence utritten by Miss Gertrude
Taylor, who w qs a counselor at Camp Ch ris f mos Seal in 1927.
Impossible you say! Br:t believe it or not Camp Christmas

Seal began in Lambert Castle in 7927 " Sponsored by the
Passaic County Tuberculosis and Health Association, and
deriving its name from the Christmas Seals which helped
finance it, camp was in session for nine summer weeks. This
gave 100 underweight, needy children from Paterson and

environs with a potential for tuberculosis, a much needed
vacation.

We sang in the music room, folk danced in the Italian
gardens, and held fierce jacks contests on the marble floor of
the main [ballroom]. In 1929 the ceiling was three stories up, so
campers slept in various rooms of the upper levels. My small
campers and I slept on the sleeping porch (since removed)
beyond which was a billard room holding 40 beds.
We ate in the main room, taking turns supervising the
campers, while the other counselors ate peacefully in the
"jade" room [breakfast rooml to ihe right.
There were showers set up on the front lawns so we could
cool off on hot afternoons. All campers had a schedule of
sports, music, crafts, and dancing. Usually they stayed for
three weeks, boys first then girls.
Camping in a castle was surely unusual, but fun, and there
was a unity in all being under one roof. A bit spooky at times,
noisy most times, and holding a charm of it own, Lambert
Castle served us well.

Spring lecture series concludes
The society's Spring Lecture Series concluded Sunday,
June 9th. The series of four lectures on Victorian topics were
well attended and brought many new faces to the castle.
Watch for details in our Winter newsletter about next spring's
program.

cemetery records, church records, and printed and compiled
genealogies. The collection also includes some Bergen, Morris,
Sussex, and Rockland County records. For further information
and membership application, please call the otfice, SSl-2761.

Tracing your roots
in Pqssaic County
There has been much going on here at Lambert Castle to
keep the Society's genealogists, Annita Zalenski and Jessica
Peters, quite busy. Annita has just completed indexing the
records found in a rare little book which contains lists of plot
owners for most of the various church lots that macie up the
Sandy Hill Cemeteries. Jessica has been going through old files
of newspaper clippings extracting material of genealogical
importance.
The genealogy library has recently been moved from the
second floor of Lambert Castle to the balcony on the third
floor. We are in the process of reorganizing the library's
collections and are extremely lucky to have one of our society
members, Adelaide Carlock of Little Falls, working on cataloging the genealogical collections. This cataloging project should aid
us in realizing one of our goals, that of having a complete listing

or compendium of the Society's genealogical holdings. At the
present time we have a partial listing of those church, cemetery

and bible records and compiled family histories that are
available in the collections.
There have been a number of donations to our genealogical
library in the last few months in the form of family sheets,
pedigrees and compiled genealogies. In the fall of 1983 the

Society's genealogical department put out a call for New
Jersey bible records and for information on researchers
working on Passaic County families. To date we have received
copies of the family records from seventeen bibles and our
Researchers Card File has 233 names in it. We are interested in

expanding our collections and always welcome donations.
Continued on page t'our

Tracing your Psssoic County roofs
Continued from page three

The genealogy library has been put to use by many

researchers in the past four months, quite a few of whom have
been from areas outside of New Jersey-lowa, Florida, Illinois,
Virginia, New York, Maryland and Colorado to mention a few
of these areas" It does look like word is circulating that our
Society has an excellent collection on Passaic County families.
Society members, W. Jerome Hatch of Chicago and MichaelJ.
Healy of Reston, Virginia, were able to visit with us in June and
July. Both spent many constructive hours in our Family Sheets

The Society welcomes researchers inquires whether they
are via phone, mail or by in person visits. But do remember
that our library is open by appointment only. We usually like to
have Annita or Jessica available to answer questions and assist

in any other way, therefore, anyone planning to visit

the

genealogy library must call or write in advance.

The Historical Society is sponsoring a Passaic County
Genealogy Club and a beginners course in genealogy. Be sure
to read the article on this topic within this newsletter.

Folk Finder

Collection, which, for any of you not familiar with it, is a
fantastic genealogical resource that can save a researcher
considerable time and energy.

The Family Sheets Collection mentioned above (see the
example of one of these sheets on this page) was compiled in
the 1960's by the Society's genealogist, J,D. Quackenbush.
The sheets are based on various parts of our genealogical

The "Folk Finder" column is devoted to helping genealogical
researchers locate Passaic County ancestors/descendents.
We invite readers to submit requests for help, inquires about
family names, or queries concerning the exchange of family

collections such as church, cemetary and bible records,
abstracts of Paterson area newspapers, city directories,
Passaic County marriage records, researchers notes, newspaper clippings and more. It's very unusual for someone not to

informatibn. If you can help any of our submitters, please

find something of interest in this collection. Annita and Jessica
answer inquiries from all over the United States (and a few
from outside the country). They are able to help almost every
one who is seeking information on their Passaic County

Jacob Stahl, born 1851 in Germany , died 7929 in Paterson,
and his wife, Mary Geminden, born 1850 in N.J., and died in
1891 in Paterson. Related family names are Hoenig, Shunk,

ancestors.

Mr. Pope is also searching for the descendants of John
Geminden who died in Paterson ca. 1865, and his wife,
Margaret Hubert; she died in Paterson on February 18, 1884.
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Paterson N.J, (185C)

concerning Joseph W arelril eir/Ware. Joseph Ware appears
in the 1832 Fisher census. Mrs. Gwinn would like to find names
of Joseph Ware's parents, spouse, and children as well as any
birth dates, etc. for these individuals.
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Paterson. Mr. Thalacker is trying to document the lineage of
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Springer, progenitor of the Springer family. It is known that
Jacob settled in New Jersey in the late 1600's or eaily t700's.
4. Mr. James E. Feeley,3941 Fairway Drive, Wilmette,
Illinois, 60091,
is interested in obtaining infor:mation
concerning his grandfather Malichi Higgins, born about
1841, and his grandmother, Harriet Whiford born about
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1850. Their children were Malichi, Thomas, George A., Mamie
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(m. Boyle), Elizabeth (m. Hughes), Allice (m. Chilvers)
Margaret (m" Feeley), and John.
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5. Mrs.

Raymond L. Lent, HC Gl Box 165, Bristol,
Maine, 04539 is searching for the parents of John plum ,
born 28 October 1657, married Hannah Crane, died 12 July
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3. Mr. Gene Thalacker, Rt. 3, Box 4D, Chetek,
Wisconsin, 54728, is researching the Springer family of
William Springer (married Elvira Ballard) to Jacob
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Carmel,

Indiana, 46A32 would appreciate receiving information

BAPI.I.IITNESSES

EDSIDEICE

and Kloetzer.

2. Mrs. Wanita Gwinn, 1615 O'Bara Court,
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1. Mr. Richard M. Pope, 40 Beach Drive, Harwinton,
Connecticut 06791, is searching for the descendants of

Their children were Charles, Mary, John and Margaret.

Age 40 1n 1850
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contact them directly, or callAnnita Zalenskiat (201) 595-7684.
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1710. Mrs. Lent knows that this couple had one child, Sarah.
Were there other children?
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6. Mrs. Ruth Daniel Hunter, 8201 Rambler Drive,

Richmond, Virginia, 23228, a descendent of the Vreeland
family, is particularly interested in information concerning
Petrina S. Vreeland. Petrina, the daughter of Rev. Abraham
Herring Vreeland and Jane W. Van Riper, married C.N.

Johnston/Johnson.

Annual meeting neit)s
The Historical Society held its annual meeting Wednesday
evening Mav 22 at the Lambert Castle Museum. The purpose

'Silk and Sandstone'
donated to libraries

of the meeting was to elect new officers and to vote on a
proposed ammendment to the Society's constitution.
Elected to office were; Delight W. Dodyk, President;Alvin
G. Blau, Executive Vice President; Fletcher Fish, Vice President; Norman Robertson, Treasurer; and Dr. Thomas Day-

spring, Secretary. Newly elected to the Board of Trustees
were: John H. Hovey, President of Videx Equipment Corporation in Paterson, and Annita Zalenski, a volunteer and
staff genealogist for the Society.
The proposed ammendment to the constitution was to add

the following section to Article IX-Elections of the Passaic
County Historical Society
(h) "Trustees shall be eligible to serue f or periods comprised of
no more than two successiue terms. For purposes o/ rhis
section Trusfees in ot'fice on May 1, 1985 shall be considered to
be in their first term."
The ammendment passed.
The featured speaker of the evening was Mrs. Jan Reeder, a
local collector of historic clothing and museum volunteer. Mrs.
Reeder spoke about her work at the Society and displayed
everal fine pieces from the Society's collection.

Students take part in hisfory day
Seventh and Eighth grade students in Paterson participated
in National History Day, a program that encourages youngsters
to learn more about their area's history by researching and
preparing projects. This year, the theme of the competition was
"Tragedies and Triumphs in the History of Paterson" and
following judging, many of the projects were displayed at the
Lambert Castle Museum. These projects included models of

the Paterson silk industry, the Roger's Locomotive Works,
and the Great Falls. Of particular interest, was a pictorial
history and dedication plaque in honor of Lambert Castle
prepared by Elizabeth Hernandez and Vivianna Garcia. Many
of these projects can now be seen at the School #24 Museum

Ruth Kane Fern, President of the Passaic County
Historical Society (right) presenting a copy of 'Silk and
Sandstone'to Ms. Unda Brechtel, Director of the Wanaque Public Library, Wanaque.
The society has donated Silk and Sandstone, its publication

about Catholina Lambert and his castle, to seventeen area
libraries. Former society President Ruth Kane Fern and
secretary, William Adshead made the formal presentations
this past April. Written by society trustee Flavia Alaya, in
celebration of the society's 50th anniversary at Lambert
Castle, the book tells the story of silk manufacturer Catholina

Lambert and his magnificent home on Garret Mountain.
Copies are available for sale for g4.00 in the Museum shop or
may be ordered by calling 881-2761.

Euening qt the Cos tle rsises $5400

The Society's spring fundraiser was quite a success. Nearly
one hundred guests came to Lambert Castle, Friday evening,
May 31 to enjoy the scenic view and to help support the
museum's general olrerat:,>ns. Wine and hors d'oeuvres were
served as a strolling violinist serenaded visitors.
The Society would Iike to thank the following individuals and
firms for their generous financial support.

Benefactors:
American Blast Clean
Bogue Electric Manufacturing Company
Broadway Bank & Trust Company
Cardiology Associates
Thomas Dayspring M.D. and Charles Macaluso M.D.
Evans, Hand, Allabough, and Amoresano
Peat, Marwick, Mitchell, and Company
Prospect Park Savings and Loan
Shotmeyer Brothers Petroleum Corp.
Stern, Steiger, Croland, and Conway

Patrons:
Alexander Hamilton Savings

Hanson and Ryan Inc.
Harish H. Shah M.D.
North Haledon Foodshop Inc.
Polidori Construction
Schenker, Schenker, and Rabinowitz
Treadway Motor Inns
Union Camp
Walter Richter Labels Inc.

Sponsors:
AEP Associates
Bosland Hardware
Cardio Rhythms Inc.

ColdwellBanker
Sheriif Edwin Englehardt
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher T. Fish
Hunziker, Merrey, and Jones Esqs.
Mr. Malcolm V. Macfarlan
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Robertson

The Society thanks you for your continued interest and
support.

