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Federici Exhibition
Wo,s A Success
The "Gaetano Federici: Artist as Historian" exhibition
opened at Lambert Castle in late September. It was a
momentous occasion for PCHS and all those involved with
Federici's life work. The opening culminated months of
research and preparation by the Federici Committee, chaired
by society vice-president Flavia Alaya, and drew together a
distinctive sampling of the artist's work as well as the
fascinating life history of a memorable Patersonian. A lavishly
illustrated catalogue of all known Federici works accompanied
by a biographical essay about the artist and a technical essay
about the artist's work, is available for sale to mark the event
(see enclosed order form).
A professional preview was held Sunday, September 21,
hosted by the PCHS trustees, for museum professionals, the

q

press and local politicians. This was followed by a ,.gala
;
champagne opening" later that week for members of the ::
Federici family, friends and lenders to the exhibition. The
i

festivities included a welcome and thank you from Flavia Alaya o
and Harry Browne, a poem on Federici by paterson poet Don
i
Kommit, and a prayer by Bishop Rodimer. Refreshments were I

provided through the generosity of New Jersey professional
Women, Inc.
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Trustees Stanley Lacz, JoAnn Cotz, DirectoiCatherine
Keene and Trustee John Herbst at the Federici opening.

Rotary Clubo To Reotore Wlndowo
Visitors to the Castle rpay notice a change in the next few
months. The magnificenr stained glass window,on the stair
landing will be removed and repaired. As many of you know
the window has been detEriorating in the past few years and

now it is in grave danger of collapse. We are very fortunate to

have the help and support of the Rotary Clubs of passaic
County in our efforts to restore the window. Each club has
pledged support to the Historicalsociety and donated
money
towards the work. 'fheir support has been great enough to
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Flavia Alaya, Eleanor Egg, Harry Browne, and Caroline
photo by G. K" Liuirsonos
Egg at the Federici Opening.

cover all costs of restoration.
The work will be done by Marchese and Hamersma, a local
firm with wide experience. They will remove the window, and
in their studio remove the bulges, resolder joints and recement
the glass. When replaced the window will be protected from
the exterior by a sheet of clear plexiglass. We hope that with
these repairs many future generations will be able to enjoy the
window.

Brosc Dog In Folk Art Shour
One of the Passaic County Historical Society's most

popular treasures, "Brass Dog" tin smiths sign, will be part of a

major show of American Folk Art at the Montclair Art
Museum from March 29 to June 30, 1981. The exhibition

Pleasures: American Folk Images, 1780-1920
-Simple
- will
include objects from Otd Sturbridge Village, Litchfield Historical

Society, and the Connecticut Historical Society as well as
private collections" We are proud to be able to take part in
such an important exhibition.

In researching the dog we uncovered some interesting
information first published bv Ed Graf in the Society Bulletin of
November 1944. Horatio Moses a Paterson tin and coppersmith with a shop on Van Houten Street made the dog as an
advertising sign around 1828. The dog stood outside Moses
shop and soon became well known as his trade mark. He also
used the dog in newspaper advertisements like this one:

duty required his presence and then his absence was the result
of main force.

In fact, so attract had he become to his old station, that
nothing less than force could urge him from it. Temptations
were powerless to him, devoted as he was, despite every
allurment, to the service of his kind master. On the evening of
the fire he was seen as usual on guard
- in his mouth he held a
kettle belonging to his master, and grasped it with unflinching
jaws, as if anxious to save something from the wreck which the
fire was making. Neither noise nor danger could frighten him to
drop his guarded charge. In cold and heat, in wet and dry
weather he had refused with Roman constancy to desert his
familiar resting spot, and now when the noise and confusion
bid fair to alarm him, and the elements threatened ever to
destroy him, he could be neither coaxed nor driven away.
If you have noi s""n the dog, make a point to come by the
museum. He is a fine example of folk art and should not be
missed.
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(Continued from poge 1)
Federici family and friends gathered from various parts of
the country to pay tribute to his memory. Among the family
present were Lillian Federici (sister-in-law), Loretta F.
Weller
(sister), Eugene Rinaldi (son-in-lawl and grandchildren _

works. Eleanor Egg (now of Fiorida), the model for the bronze
frieze chosen as the subject of the Federici poster, was
on
hand to autograph posters and exhibition catalogues.
Others

Mos,s,

At the old c*ablirhed houre, sign of rho Doj

Federici Exhibit

Brian (of California), Terence, Tony, patricia, Eugene Jr.,
-and nieces Bernice F. Kelly and Nelda Burke. Among the
friends assembled were those who'.had posed for FeJerici
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Historical Society Trustees and guests at the Federici
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opening.
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At the fire in Van Houten Street, on Wednesday morning
last, an incident occured which must have attracted the
attention of many beside ourselves. A dog, the property of Mr.
H. Moses was seen to keep his post at the tin shop amidst all
the turmoil and uproar of the scene. For so many years his
place of watchfulness has been such as to overlook and guard
the entrance way of the establishment; and any night, with
never failing accurary he might be seen at this old and loved
station, as watchfull and as eager as in his early youth. Never
but once has he been known to be absent from his post, when

present who had modeled for Federici were Nelda
Burke
(subject of a soap carving displayed in the exhibition),
Loretta

Weller and Theresa Alvino Joyce.
The exhibition was very popular and museum visitation was
high. We would like to thank our cosponsor the paterson

Museum
support.

-

much of our success'is due to their help and

The exhibit has been moved to lVilliam paterson College
where it will remain on display from Februarv 15, 1981 - March
6, 1981. The catalogue is stillavailable for g9.95, either through
the mail or at the Castle.
Does anyone know the origin of the name "Castle Lite?"
Contact Cqtherine Keene at 345-69C0.

fuetlUlountain Riot
On the morning of May 2, 1880, several German singing
societies gathered on the summit of Garret Mountain, near the
overlook of the present park, to conduct their annual festivities
welcoming the coming of spring.

It was in this area, just

southeast of the present-day Crow's Nest, that William Dalzell

and his son Robert rented a small farm. A crowd of local
residents joined the festival and overran the Dalzell's potato
fields. Robert, who verbally assaulted the trespassers, was soon
in the midst of a fistfight. A large crowd gathered quickly and,
fearing for his son's safety, the eldest Dalzellshot and killed his
son's opponent, John Joseph VanHouten, thereby setting off
what came to be known as the Garret Mountain Riot"
The angry crowd chased Dalzell, who took refuge in his barn
and fired a shotgun into the crowd, wounding a little girl and
turning the crowd into a mob. A pitched battle ensued between
the rock-throwing mob and the shotgun-wielding Dalzell, with
Dalzell moving from building to building as the mob burned
them. Law enforcement officers arrived but had little success
in establishing order. Historians Nelson and Shriner commented as follows on the size of the crowd, perhaps exag'

Dr. Henry J. Browne
19r9-r980
Caring and courageous,
Harry assaulted the bastions
of pretense and dishonesty
with a salty Irish humor. He
made the fighting of injustice
his life's work and many
people benefited from his
efforts as a social reformer,
educator and historian.
Believing in the value of
local history, Harry did much
to further the work of the

Passaic County Historical
Society" One of his last
achievements was the success of the Society's Federici

Centenary Exhibition. For
many of us, the image of
Harry presiding over the
exhibitions gala opening with
his unique wit and style, will
be a lasting one.
On behalf of our member-

ship and the greater community which he served, we
to express our sorrow

wish

to Flavia Alaya and the

Browne children, -but also
our happiness for having
Photo bu G. K. Liuilsono-s

known a great man.
John Herbst

Garret Mountain Riot.
Le slie s lllus trated Maga zine

gerating: "... the crowd, which by this time numbered some ten

thousand... had come from the city to join in the conflict ...,,
Just as it looked as though Dalzell would be taken by the
mob, Paterson Police Sergeant John McBride arrived with
Dean William McNulty of St. John's Cathedral, the patriarch

of the considerable Irish community. Dean McNulty took
Dalzell by the arm and, in front of the dumbfounded crowd,
drove him away in a carriage. Regrouping, the mob tried to
follow the carriage but did not realize ihat a switch was made,
whereby McNulty succeeded in driving Dalzell to the safety of
the Essex County jail (it was thought to be unsafe for Dalzell in
Passaic County).

Charged with manslaughter by Passaic County Court
President Jonathan Dixon, Dalzell was indicted by a grand jury
and held for trial. Other participants in the riot were also
indicted, but their fate is unknown. Dalzell, perhaps through a
clever choice of jurors by his lawyer, Socrates Tuttle, or just by
good fortune, was acquitted and returned to live in Paterson.
This essay is an excerpt IromThe Culturol Resource Survey
of Garrett Mountain by Ralph J. Leo, Herbert J. Githens, and

Edward S. Rutsch. The report was prepared for the Passaic
County Park Commission in July 7979. "Lambert Castle', in
the last newsletter was also exc erptedfrom this report, but the
credit line was omitted. We apologize f.or the error.

Vioit The Victorian Emporium
A tasteful selection of gift items relating to the nineteenth
century are now available at "The Victorian Emporium,,, the
Society's gift shop. Wrapping paper with Kate Greenway
figures or illustrations from Harper's Monthly, postcards,
woven silk bookmarkers, paper bookmarkers of advertising
signs, and a variety of note cards are only a few of the tempting
items for sale. Especially appropriate are the cards reproduced

from 19th century drawings.
For the children there are model airplanes, games, and
coloring cutout books of a Victorian parlor. Books for adults
and children are also in stock.

Lithographs depicting four different views of the Falls are
available individually for 93.00, each or as a set for 910.00.
Sepia in color, these make handsome gifts when framed.
Shop in leisure by visiting The Victorian Emporium and help
support the Museutn.

