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PCHS RECEIVES LAMBERT DRESSES
Miss Isabel Dorflinger of Camden, Maine, granddaughter of Catholina Lambert visited the museum on
Sunday, December 3, 1978 with her nieces, Mrs.
Stephen Beers of Tarrytown, N.Y. and Mrs. Isabel J.
Tunnell of St" David's, Pa., who was accompanied by
her son Mark and his wife, Judy, of Philadelphia, Pa.

As a gift to the Society, Miss Dorflinger pre-

in pink that
belonged to Mrs. Catholina Lambert and was worn by
her when she sat for the only photograph owned by the
Society of her. The other, a wedding dress, a lovely pale
green, that belonged to Mrs. Isabelle Lambert Dorflinger,
daughter of Catholina Lambert, mother of Miss Dorflinger
and grandmother of Mrs. Beers and Mrs. Tunnell. The
pink lined silk taffeta wedding dress of 1875-1885
period has a separate bodice and skirt which gives the
effect of a dress when worn. Trimmed with minute
beading on net fabric, the inside of the bodice is lightly
whaleboned and caught with interior tapes to help give
the waist that tiny look so fashionable during the era.
Accentuating the bodice are three-quart modified ieg-of
mutton sleeves with hand-sewn ruffles. The floor-length,
gored, taffeta-lined skirt with back opening attaches to
the bodice with the gores on each side of the back opening closely gathered to give the appearance of a bustle.
The mode of the bustle literally had its up and downs declining in early seventies, up again in the eighties and
disappearing in the nineties.
Dating from the same period, the pale green silk
hand-made afternoon dress of Mrs. Dorflinger is typical
of the type of dress worn to weddings. Leg-of-mutton
sleeves attach to the bodice which is lined with taffeta
and lightly boned to give shape to the outer garment and
secured in place with interior tapesfastened about the
waist. The full-length skirt is hand gathered, tucked and
pleated in front with three wide inserts of lace. The
taffeta petticoat is beflounced with an accordian pleated
georgette frill and taffeta ruffle which swished and made
a delightful frou-frou when the lady walked.
sented the museum
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the Lambert Family. Therefore the Society is particularly pleased to obtain these marvelous gifts from Miss
Dorflinger and her nieces.
However, more important than the donations, is
having the opportunity to meet so many of Mr.
Lambert's descendants. Their visit to the museum was
certainly too brief for really getting acquainted but we
trust they will continue to be interested in the museum
and return often

for Society activities.

dresses, one

In addition to the dresses, Miss Dorflinger loaned
the Society a wonderful collection of family photographs which we have copied and anticipate using as a
part of a permanent exhibit on the Lambert Family.
Every effort is being made to acquire photographs, letters, documents and other artifacts relating to

SENATOR BRADLEY VISITS LAMBERT CASTLE

Souvenirs of Passaic County being presented to Senator Bill Bradley by
Historical Society Presideni, Flaiia Alaya: Park Commissioner Frank
Graves, and Park Director, Ronald F. Dooney.
Photograph: Courtesy of G,K. Livitsanos
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Senator Bill Bradley, on a whirlwind tour of
Northern New Jersey, managed to squeeze into his
schedule a very brief visit to the Castle on Sunday,
February 4,1979.
The previous Thursday the Senator's office called
the Historical Society asking if we had some photographs
of the Falls and Paterson locomotives that could decorate
the Senator's Washington office. Of course, we replied
that we would be most happy to comply with this request and we were informed that the Senator would be
in Union, New Jersey on Sunday, where he would appreciate having someone from the Passaic County Historical
Society present the photographs to him so that pictures
of the event could be taken. Whereupon the Society's
director suggested that if at all possible the Senator
might enjoy seeing the Castle provided this stop at the
museum could fit into his schedule.
(continued on page 2)

SENATOR BRADLEY (continued from

page 1)

The details were aranged and the Senator came to
accept four sepia drawings and a colored picture of the
Falls, and a photograph of the locomotive being drawn

down Market Street offered to him by the Society. A
pewter plate of the Dey Mansion was presented to him
by the Park Commission.

LECTURE SERIES ON HISTORY
OF PASSAIC COUNTY
Six consecutive Tuesday evenings starting
March 27th, a free lecture on some aspect of the history
of Passaic County will be given at Lambert Castle. A11
members, guests and the public are cordially invited to
attend these lectures which will begin at 7:30 P.M.
Admission free. See Calendar of Events for details.

ANNUAL MEETING
A special preview of the exhibit "Windows on
Paterson" is planned as part of the Society's annual
meeting to take place Wednesday evening, NIay 9 at
7:30 p.m. After a brief business meeting, John Herbst,
curator at the Paterson Museum and newly elected
trustee of the Society will give a presentation on the
exhibit. Undertaken as Jerseyman program the students
who participated in researching the buildings will discuss
their experiences in delving into Paterson's architectural
history.

At a recent Board meeting, certain individuals
throughout the county have been designated by the
Trustees as "Honorary Members" and they will be introduced at the meeting. A cordial welcome is extended to
all old members whom we trust will be on hand to greet
the many new members who have joined during the
past year. Refreshments will be served providing an
atmosphere for getting acquainted with one another.

NEW MEMBERS
The most important support any historical organization receives is from its members, therefore, the Society
is pleased to extend a sincere welcome to the following
new members and trust their affiliation with the Passaic
County Historical Society will be educationally rewarding
and socially enjoyable.
Dr. Helen A. Kehoe, Paterson;Mr. & Mrs. Robert J.
Doremus, Clifton; Gail Yannerelli, Paterson; Mr. & Mrs" John R.
Day, Wayne;Sibyl McGroff, N.Y.C.;Mr" & Mrs. Alex Farrington,
Little Falls;Mr. & Mrs. H. C. Jung, Clifton;Paul Kubilus, West
Orange; Mr. & Mrs. Haruyuki Machida, Fort Lee; Dr. Willinda
Savage, Wayne; Jeff Walter, Paterson, Peter Lundell, Oakland; and
Mrs. Kenneth Van Auken, Bloomfield.

THE VICTORIAN EMPORIUM
RESOURCES FOR CITY OF PATERSON

New stimulus is being given to local history in the
city of Paterson this Spring by library and record suryeying being done by Henry J. Browne, associate professor in
the Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University College, Newark, of Rutgers University. His contacts
with old and new scholars in the field of Paterson history
over the years inspired the current program of making a
basic survey of source materials to assist researchers and
to induce others to enter the field.
The professor is participating in a program which
releases a Rutgers instructor from some of his teaching
load for doing public service. Assigned to the Paterson
Community Development, Prof. Browne's aim is to assist
in interpreting the Great Falls historic district to the
community.
Browne is a charter member of the board of the
Great Falls Development Corporation and a fellow of the
Society of American Archivists, a distinction he earned
in 1958 for establishing the Department of Archives and
Manuscripts at the Catholic University of America in
Washington, D.C. Society members will recall that he delivered the 5Oth Anniversary address at the annual meeting
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Anyone with knowledge of published or unpublished material still outside organizeddepositories such as
the Historical Society or is aware of some hidden scholar

working on a facet of the city's history is invited to notify
Prof. Browne through the Society.

-

The Society Gift Shop

After a brisk business during the Christmas season,
the display cases in the gift shop have been restocked with
an affay of new items. . . hand-painted egg-shaped pencil
sharpeners, decoupage egg shells, notecards with famous
paintings done on satin, miniature antique cars, jump
ropes, ball and jacks and hand-made Victorian doll clothes.
Recent publications include Gritty Cities, Antiquing in
New Jersey, Arts Catalogue of New Jersey. With
weddings, birthdays, and graduations upon us, do remember the Victorian Emporium when you just can't
think of something different for that special occasion.

CASTLE LOGO CONTEST
The Society is sponsoring a logo contest open to
Junior and Senior High School students in Passaic County.
The logo would be a recognizable image for the Society
which could be used on stationery, museum brochures,
pamphlets, posters and for special gift shop items such as
tiles, mugs and jewelry. First Prize willbe a $50.00 bond
plus a $50.00 bond to the school for the encouragement
of the arts and a Society membership. Second Prize will
be a print of the Falls and a membership in the Society
and Third Prize will be a membership in the Society.
Entry forms are available from the office and designs
inust be submitted by noon, May 14, 1979. Iud,ging will
be done by the Board ofTrustees.

MIJSEUM DOCENTS
Virginia Peterson - For over eighteen years, Virginia has greeted
visitors to the Museum and brought the Castle to life for them.
A life-long resident of Hawthorne, who lives on the homestead
owned by the famiiy for over 100 years, Virginia attended School
No. 1 in Hawthorne, Paterson High School and graduated from
The Vermont Academy. For many years she and her mother created
the florai decorations that graced the Alexander Hamilton Hotel.
Her mother's brother, Reuben Macfarlan, was superintendent in
Lambert Mills.
Marie Smith - A Vermonter by birth, but a long-time resident of
Clifton, Marie has been a guide for the Passaic County Historical
Society for fourteen years. She is the mother of two sons who reside in New York and Massachusetts. Her ties to Passaic County
are significant as her mother was a Patersonian and her father, although English, was a ciergyman in Clifton for many years. She
attended the Clifton Schools and her hobbies are stitchery, reading,
and traveling.

Mary Johnson
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A life-long resident of

Passaic

County, Mary has

Folk singer, Joy Wurst, of Clifton, performing a Sunday afternoon concert
Castle'
photograph: courtesy of c.K. Livitsanos
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son and daughter who are residents of Fairfield and Wayne. Before
coming to the Castie lYzyears ago, she worked at the Dey Mansion
under the Green Thumb program. From a single case at the entrance
to the Museum, Mary has expanded and developed the Gift Shop so
that it has been relocated to the former Lambert Breakfast room.
When not overseeing The Victorian Emporium Gift Shop, Mary enjoys making decoupage eggs and beaded flowers.
Julia Shaffran - A native of London, England, Julia received her
musical training in this country at Juiliard School of Music and
was awarded a schoiarship to the American Academy of Dance. She
was a member of Memphis Little Theatre, an accompanist for a
ballet school, has played at concerts as soloist and accompanist, and
is now a piano teacher. For over a year she has been a guide at the
Museum under the Retired Senior Volunteer Program.
Harriett Frederickson - A Clifton resident Harriett attended Paterson schools and did graduate work at William Paterson and Kean
Colleges, specializing in the teaching of reading and children with
learning problems. A foimer teacher, Harriett has been active in the
Cub Scouts, Clifton College Women's Club and professional teaching organizations. Harriett has been an RSVP worker at Lambert
Castle since I 976. She has one son, a school psychologist and a

at Iambert

CRAFT PROGRAM ON SILK
On May 7th at 7:30 p.m. a lecture and slide
presentation on silk depicting the various stages of
the development of the larve and cocoon through the
selection of the cocoons, the cleaning, spinning, warping and weaving of the silk will be given by Jean Case.
The fee for this hands-on demonstration is $ 1 .00
members; $2.00 non-members. The program will be

held at Lambert Castle.
As the result of her extensive research into the
American silkworm, weaving and silk manufacturing industry of the 19th century, Mrs. Case has been raising
her own silkworms and processing the silk from them at
her home in Troy, Pennsylvania. She has been a consultant and lectured extensively on silk so her presentation
should be of special interest to residents of the nation's
former "Silk City".

resident of Monmouth County.
Miriam l-evine - A life-long resident of this area, Miriam was born
in Paterson but for the past 20 years has lived in Fair Lawn. She is
Executive Secretary at Manhattan Industries, Inc. of Glen Rock,
N.J. Her interests include creative writing, limericks, history, travel,
crossword puzzles, and writing greeting card verses. As a new
guide, Miriam has been assisting on Sundays, the museum's busiest

If this program is successful the Society is
planning an all-day workshop on all aspects of silk, so
we hope many people will attend this introductory
lecture.

day.
Frances Peacock - For 9 years Frances has been a guide at Lambert
Castle. She was born in Paterson and received her M.A. Degree from
Newark State Teacher's Co1lege, after which she taught emotional
disturbed and mentally retarded children in South Jersey. Before
retiring, she was Disability Determination Adjudicator for Social

To reserve a place for these programs, please send
the coupon below with your check made payable to the
Passaic County Historical Society, Lambert Castle, Valley
Road, Paterson, N.J. 07503 . (2Ol) 345-6900

Security Disability and Supervisor of Training School for adjudicators in Newark. Her son is a teacher at Indiana State Vocational
College.

HATS OFF TO . .

I would like to reserve the following places for:

.
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Jerry Livitsanos - for assisting with the newsletter and undertaking
photographic coverage of Senator Bradley's visit to Lambert Castle"
Vernay Movers - who generousiy provided men to move some of
the larger pieces of furniture in the museum"
Smetana & Sons - particuiarly Arthur Smetana, Jr., who for many
ypars has been careing for Corfu clock whenever its intricate mech-

Name

Address

- in selecting a loveiy winter view of the Castle as the
cover for the County Directory that is edited and compiled by him

Ed Smyk

konard Rothe - for so speedily copying Lambert Family photo,graphs loaned by Miss Dorflinger.
Exhibit.

-

Lecture

at$1.00 member
$2.00 non-member

anism stopped.

Jacobs Department Store

Monday

loan of mannequin for Veterans' Day

Phone
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