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NEW OFFICERS 1978-1979

Election of new offifor the current year
took place at the June
Board meeting. This is the
last year that officers will be
cho;en by the Board. With
the adoption of the new
Constitution and By-Laws
future elections will be determined by the membership at the annual meeting.
cers

Serving for the year are:
President - Flavia Alaya
First Vice President - Leonard Rothe
Second Vice President * Edward A. Smyk, Jr.
Secretary - Jerome Nathans
Treasurer - Duane Paul

Completing the Board are Trustees Sarah fane Gibson,
John Stanley Lacz, Robert Macfarlan, Mary Jane Rutsch,
and William Storch.
Flavia Alaya of Paterson - Dr. Alaya is a graduate of
Barnard College and Columbia University, is professor of
English and comparative literature in the School of Intercultural Studies at Ramapo College and president of the
Northeast Victorian Studies Association.
Leonard Rothe of Wayne - Attended William Paterson
College, Rutgers University and the New York Institute
of Photography. He has been in advertising and now
operates his own photographic laboratory in Paterson.
He has done exhibit work and lectured throughout the
area.

Edward A. Smyk, Jr. of Paterson - For many years, Mr.
Smyk has served as the Society's Historian. A member
of the Society since 1963,he is a graduate of Fairleigh
Dickinson University. He is employed by the County
Board of Social Seruices.
Jerome Nathans - A resident of West Paterson and Past
President of the Passaic County Historical Society.
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Duane Paul, Jr. of Stockholm - Since 1973 Mr. Paul has
been a licensed real estate broker in New Jersey and owns
Skyland Realty. Active in many business and civic organizations, Mr. Paul is presently district chairman for the
Passaic Valley Council, Boy Scouts of America; and a
charter member of the Lake Crest General Hospital.
Sarah Jane Gibson of Newton

-

A graduate of Fairleigh

Dickinson University and the Rochester Museum Program and former curator at the Paterson Museum, Ms.
Gibson is currently employed by Occupational lnstructural Center in Paterson.
John S. Lacz of Hawthorne - A licensed architect, Mr.
Lacz graduated from the University of Notre Dame and
has been active in professional architectural, engineering
and planningorganizations both on the state and national
leve1.

Robert Macfarlan of Ridgewood - Mr. Macfarlan is a
graduate of Lafayette College, received his law degree
from Cornell. Current activities include: SecretaryTreasurer of United Way of Passaic Valley, President,
Visiting Health Service of Passaic County. He is a member of The Passaic County and American Bar Associations.
Mary Jane Rutsch of Newton * After graduating from
Mount Holyoke College, Ms. Rutsch pursued a career in
publishing until I 9'7 3 when she and her husband founded
Historic Conservation and Interpretation, Inc. for which
she is secretary-treasurer and editor-researcher. Presently
a candidate for the M.S. Degree in Historic Preservation,
Graduate School of Architecture and Planning at Columbia University, Ms. Rutsch is past president of the New
York Chapter of the Society for Industrial Archeology.
William O. Storch of Wayne - Mr. Storch has been active
in educational, public relations and the travel business.
He holds a degree from Georgetown University and attended the University of Vienna.

ANNUAL MEETING REPORT

"Charlie's Aunt", a Summerfun Theatre production,
at Montclair State College in August set the time frame
for six period costumes that were loaned to the college by
the Society. For each production, the college likes to
have an appropriate display and so called upon the

The Fifty-Second annual meeting of the Society
convened in the main gallery of Lambert Castle on
May 10. A short business meeting was held during which
the new constitution was detailed by Flavia Alaya, Chairman of the By-Laws and Constitution Revision Committee, and unanimously passed. The Historian, Edward
A. Smyk, summed up his activities of the year noting
that, "I feel my most important contribution last year
was securing the memoribilia, photographs and documents of the late Harry B. Haines, former publisher of
the Paterson News. This monumental project is now
nearing to completion after many months of work. The
collection will be a welcome asset to our already large
collection of Haines material. But most of all, it will en-

Passaic County Historical Society to provide costumes.
There was a nice description of Lambert Castle and the

Museum in the Theatre program.

***

In early May more than 400 school children and
many adults witnessed the re-enactment of the landing
of Passaic's first settler in Dundee Park.
Three hundred years ago a colonist of Dutch
descent, Hartman Michaelson, came up the Passaic River
from what is now Jersey City. Landing on Dundee
Island he traded rum, blankets, kettles, and axes for

hance the Society's reputation as a research and educa-

title to Acquackanonk. Much later Acquackanonk was
divided into what is now Passaic, Clifton, Paterson and
part of Little Falls.
***
The North Jersey Section of The American Society
of Mechanical Engineers, dedicated the Ringwood Manor
Iron Complex in Ringwood, a National Historic Mechan-

tional facility." The Director, Helen D. Hamilton, highlighted the year's activities which included establishing
the Passaic County Local History Research Center (see
page 3), developing the textile collection (see Castlelite
Spring, 1978), expanding the Gift Shop, creating a
museum intern program, affiliating with the Musical
Arts of New Jersey to provide concerts in the museum,
and opening the Castle to more community functions
such as educators' seminar (see page 3) and weddings.

ical Engineering Landmark on Saturday, September 30th.
The Society presented the State of New Jersey with a
bronze plaque which commemorates the Complex as
follows:

The program for the evening was an audio-visual
presentation on the Paterson Silk Strike of 1913 coordinated by Dr. Philip Mclewin of Ramapo College. Dr"
Mclewin and a number of his students had interviewed
strike participants whose reminiscences composed part
of the presentation. Mrs. Howard Kuiken, owner of
the Botto House, which was the center of strike activity,
gave a brief history of the house and her family"

"Ringwood Manor Iron Complex (1740-1931)
was an important element in the early develop-

ment of the iron industry in the United States.
Among its leaders were the Ogdens, Peter
Hasenclever, Robert Erskine, Martin Ryerson,
Peter Cooper and Abram S. Hewitt, who became
important figureq in American industrial history.
The iron mines, furnaces, forges, and rolling
mi11s of the Complex supplied many of the
needs of the American*Revolutionary Army.,,

NEWS AND NOTES

WANTED: A Baby Grand Piano for musicai programs at
The Castle. For the past four months the Society
has been seeking a piano to no avail. If any member
has a Baby Grand or knows someone who might be
willing to donate one to the Society, please call the
director, Helen D. Hamilton, Monday-Friday,
9:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. at 523-9883.

Lambert Castle has greatly expanded its use to the
community. In March and July the main gallery provided
the elegant ambiance for two weddings that took place
there. Recently, the Northern New Jersey Chapter of
the Victorian Society in America held its first meeting of
the fall at the Castle with a slide presenta-tion "The Life
of Catholina Lambert" and the Arts Committee of the
State Council of New Jersey Junior League used the
facilities for an all-day arts exchange.
During the summer Irene Sterling of the Learning
Theatre gave a story hour for children under one of the
big trees near the Castle.
The glorious setting of the Castle, its opulent interiors and its convenient location make our museum a
perfect place for community activities.

a

PASSAIC COUNTY

Among the manuscript material are original letters by
John Holland, inventor of the submarine; deeds, papers,
and correspondence of the Society for Establishing Useful
Manufactures;photographs and printed material from the
Curtiss-Wright Corporation, I 909-l 952 ; papers of William

LOCAL HISTORY RESEARCH CENTER
The Paterson Free Public Library and the Passaic
County Historical Society have committed themselves
to an exciting joint project" In April the Board of
Trustees of each institution approved the establishment
of a Local History Research Center to be housed in
Lambert Castle. The development of the Center represents a very unique collaboration between a public
library and local historical society who are not known
for pooling their resources"

Dillistin, former mayor of Paterson;and some papers of
Garret A. Hobart, Vice President under William McKinley.
The collection is otherwise comprised of many books on
Passaic County, pamphlet files containing brochures and
publications of local organizations and churches, special
information files, newspapers dating from 1825 to the
present, and an enormous photographic collection of
prints and negatives including early glass plate negatives
and tintypes.

In the past years, Passaic County, and specifically
Paterson, and its nearest surrounding areas have become
a focus of interest for many researchers. Students of
political science, architecture, history, and sociology, as
well as other disciplines have shown renewed interest in
the cities and metropolitan centers of the country" A
trend toward conservation demands that citizens'reexamine use of existing structures and recycle old buildings. "Roots" and the "Bicentennial" have brought large
numbers of researchers to the county seat seeking family
records.

The Center will operate as a special library. None of
the material will circulate, but it will be available for all
research. The Center will be equipped with a microfilm
reader and a photocopy machine. After preliminary organization is under way, the Center staff will begin planning programs, exhibits, and special projects. The success
of the Center depends a great deal on the quality of its
collection; the present collection contains a wealth of
material, but the Center will actively seek gifts and donations from the Community"

In the past ten years the Library and Society have
responded to increased demands for information. They

lic. For the Library, the local history collection was only
one of many aspects of reference service; for the Society,

The small staff has begun preliminary work to make
the Local History Research Center a working reality. The
Center will operate on a limited basis for several months
while initial planning continues. Inquiries may be addressed to either Dr. Kehoe or Ms. Hamilton.

development of research materials was only a small part
of the organization of an entire museum. The written
legal agreement is the first step in the formation of a
much needed resource.

REDISCOVERING STATE
AND LOCAL HISTORY RESOURCES

with no additional personnel, no additional
funding, and no formal commitment to this growing pub-

have done so

The idea for the library was conceived of and
brought to fruition by Joan Stahl of the Paterson Public
Library. Now that the basic organization of the library
has begun, Joan resigned to take a position with a library
in Massachusetts. The new librarian for the Center is
Helen Kehoe, who has a background in teaching and
library work" A life{ong Paterson resident, Helen's most
recent position has been Senior Reference and Government Documents Librarian for the Elizabeth Free Public
Library.

On May 9th fifty superintendents, principals and high
school teachers attended an allday seminar on local history
at Lambert Castle. Key-note speaker was John Cunningham,
author of a new textbook New Jersev: A Mirror on Ameriia.

After Mr. Cunningham's talk, Joan Hull, assistant
director of the New Jersey Historical Society, discussed
the manual she prepared as a teaching tool to the book.
She also introduced several teachers in the audience who
had undertaken innovative Jerseyman programs for their
students.

Helen Kehoe, Supervisor of the Local History and
Archives Department of the Paterson Library and Helen
D. Hamilton, Director of the Passaic County Historical
Society, will oversee the project. They plan to centralize
all local history materials in the Center, thereby easing
the work of researchers. The book, manuscript, archives,
and photograph collections of both groups will be joined.
Much of this material has long remained unidentified and
uncatalogued and heretofore unavailable to the public.
The backlog of material which needs attention, presents
a time-consuming task of organization. However, the task
should prove well worth it.

An oppo\tunity for the participants to meet one
another and exchange ideas resulted in lively discussions
over box lunches at noontime.
Local resources were outlined in the afternoon by
John Herbst of the Paterson Museum, Joan Stahl of the
Paterson Library, Tippi Krugman of the Great Falls Development Corporation, and Helen D. Hamilton of the
Passaic County Historical Society.

A positive result of this meeting was that many
more taechers are now bringing their students on trips
to the area. Schools in Passaic, Bergen, Morris and
Essex counties were represented at the meeting.
J-

