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Since most of you wiJ.J. receive this in the earJ-y mail, "Good- Morning arrd.
have a good. d.ay. "

A1l- of us knornr about the historical baekground" of the Castle, but how about
itrs inner workines?

DO YOU ffiffi, for example, ttrat during an average yeare approximately lOrO0O
people visit our museum, and. that d-uring L967 Nationals from Twenty-seven d.ifferent
countries signed. the register?

D0 YOU ffiffi, that the orlgi-nal copy of l+esid.ent MeKinleyt s Me'.bsage to
Congress, aski-ng for a Deelaration of War against Spain, is on exhibit in the
McKin1ey-Hobart Room? And, DO YOU KI\TOf , that John W, Griggs of paterson, vrote
the original- message? To add. to this, l4r. MrcKinleyts ed"iting is done in his own
hand. writing.

DO YOU ffiffi, that William F. Varney, born in Paterson in 1BBl+, and educated
in our publie schools, was an un$tccessful cand.idate for Rresid.ent of the United
States in the 1Ql2 election, won by Franklin D. Roosevelt? The former was the
candid.ate of the Prohibition party in that yee:..

Visitors to the auseum see the many relies d.isplayed. j-n the rooms on the
ground. floor of the Castle, and are usual.ly awed" by them. Few visitors however,
realize that this iroposing amay of historical relics i.s but a sma11 part of the
colleetion of entiques and historicai rel-ics owned by oi:r society.

Our col-Iection of paper memorabila, stored. jn the fireproof vault built for
us by the Board. of Freeholders, includ.es the largest u.ggreg*tion of passaic County
newspapers in exi-stenee. ft a1so not only contains one of the most outstand.ing
eollections relatj-ng to the lvlcl(inley ad.mini.stration in the nation, but also has
an unequaled- colleetion of material relating to the s.u.M.

our librarye liith the exception of the Library of Congress in trrlashington,
D. C., contains the largest collection of books relating to the history of this
area' A geneological library, whieh inc}-rdes the reeord.s of more than 15r0OO
Passaic County. famiJ.ies, is locaied here.

Researeh workers and. stud.ents are continually using the material in ourpossession to write books and articles on uany phases of American History.

Recent contributions to or:r Society includ.e, a variety of interesting items.
Among them are:

1. A twelve volume set of books, "The American l{eritage Book of The
Presid.ents and. Farnous Americans" - gifi of the A & p stores.

2' Trrio oil paintings by Henri Le Jeune, French impressionist artist. These
are a '\Iiew of Paterson from ldon:ment Heigh{si' arra ;'a iliiload snow plow at sun-
set" - gifts of charles Coene, 160 Pompt"i-n""a, Haled.on. Ttre two scenes werepainted' by I{r. Le Jeune when he was living in eaterson from 19o4 to ;1ga6,

3. A ccliecticn of 1600 oJ.d. pcsr,earcls: gifi of
and' 999' About 15o of the se card-s have been morrnted-
filuseum.
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